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Translator’s Introduction 


In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 


All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds, 
and blessings and salutations upon the Noble Prophet Muhammad (s) 
and his pure progeny, the Ahl al-Bayt (a). 


Good character and etiquette is the foundation upon which the life of a 
pious Muslim is established. Perfection of morals is said to have been 
the goal of the Prophet’s message, as reflected in his own words. As 
such, it has always been part and parcel of the teachings of divinely 
appointed guides. Indeed, without good character, a believer has little 
worth and can end up doing more harm to the cause of the faith than 
anything else. 

Human perfection has many levels. The greater the amount of self- 
discipline and effort on the part of an individual, the higher the level of 
perfection that he would attain. In reality, a human being stands 
between two extremes, the lowest of which is below the level of beasts 
and the highest of which surpasses even the lofty station of angels. It is 
through ethics that progress is made towards higher stations. The goal 
of ethics is to raise and guide people from the lowest animal state to the 
most exalted position that is superior to that of all other creatures. 

Having realized this, throughout the ages scholars have focused 
their attention on the subject of ethics and have penned numerous 
treatises on the subject. As Muslims and followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), 
we have the added advantage of access to a wellspring of ethical 
teachings that have reached us from the Infallible guides. This saves us 
from the need to refer to fallible scholars and philosophers who refer to 
their own intuition and understanding to decipher ethical dilemmas. 
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The present work comprises two hundred and ninety narrations on 
ethical subjects, compiled by a trustworthy individual who was himself 
a companion of the Imams (a). That on its own makes it a highly valuable 
text. Most, if not all, of the teachings found herein transcend time in 
terms of their relevance and importance, and offer practical advice to 
believers that would go a long way in improving their lives in both this 
world and the next. 

On the question of the authenticity and soundness of the traditions, 
it is noteworthy that while the chains of transmission of most of the 
traditions in this work have been adduced, not all are complete or 
sound. However, this is not the only gauge of soundness, especially with 
traditions about etiquette and ethics. Rather, other corroborating 
evidence from the Qur’an and established traditions would be sufficient 
to verify the soundness of the narrations. For this, each tradition needs 
to be examined individually, and that is something for experts of hadith 
to embark upon. Suffice it to say that most of the traditions found in this 
work are indeed generally accepted by scholars and have been related 
in other later hadith compilations as well. 


About the Author of Kitab al-Zuhd 


Al-Husayn ibn Said ibn Hammad ibn Sa‘id ibn Mihran, whose great 
grandfather was from the clients (mawali) of Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (a), 
was born in Kufah, though the precise year of his birth is not known. 
Later, he migrated to Ahwaz, hence he is known by the title al-Ahwazi. 
He was a companion of the Infallible Imams (a) and has narrated 
traditions from Imam al-Rida, Imam al-Jawad and Imam al-Hadi (a). 
According to the scholars of rijal, he was a reliable transmitter of 
hadith." 

In the introduction of his book Man La Yahduruhu al-Fagih, al-Shaykh 


’ Al-Tiisi, Fihrist Kutub al-Shi‘ah wa Usilihim (1420 AH), p. 149. 
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al-Sadiiq speaks highly of a number of texts. Among these are the works 
of al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id al-Ahwazi, including his Kitab al-Zuhd.* These 
works were well-known during his time and scholars would regularly 
refer to them. Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id has been considered a reliable and 
praiseworthy individual by the early biographers such as al-Tisi and al- 
Najashi, as evinced in their respective works. 

About thirty of his works have been mentioned in early 
bibliographical texts, not all of which have reached us. Kitab al-Zuhd and 
Kitab al-Mu’min are perhaps two of the better-known works that are 
available as independently published monographs. Some of the other 
works attributed to him include titles such as: Kitab al-Taqiyyah, Kitab al- 
Muruwwah, Kitab al-Hudid, Kitab al-Du@ among others. It is also 
noteworthy that his name appears in the chains of over five thousand 
traditions.’ 

His brother al-Hasan ibn Sa‘id was also a reputable scholar, and in 
some bibliographical works, the two brothers are mentioned together. 
Due to the similarity of their names, it has been suggested that some of 
the works attributed to al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id may actually have been 
penned or compiled by his brother al-Hasan. This does not impugn the 
authority or value of the works, however, since al-Hasan ibn Sa‘id was 
also a reliable scholar and authority in his own right. 

Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id moved from Kifah to Ahwaz, and later to Qum, 
where he resided until he passed away. The exact year of his demise is 
not known, but there is some evidence to indicate that he was alive in 
254 AH.’ It is reported that before his death, he gave all his books to 
Husayn ibn al-Hasan ibn Aban, the son of his host in Qum, who then 


* His general praise for the works of al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id is found in vol. 1, p. 3 of the 
Jami‘at al-Mudarrisin edition. 

3 AL-Khii, Mujam Rijdl al-Hadith (1413 AH), vol. 5, pp. 333-340. 

“Subhani, Mawsi‘ah Tabagat al-Fugaha’, vol. 3, p. 220. 
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transmitted all of his books.’ 


A Word on the Text and Translation 


Since this is one of the older extant hadith texts, there are bound to be 
some discrepancies among the available manuscripts of this work. The 
source we have chosen for this translation is the edition that has been 
meticulously put together, after comparing a number of available 
manuscripts and also referring to secondary sources, by the esteemed 
scholar and researcher Mirza Ghulam Rida ‘Irfaniyan, and published in 
the year 1361 AH Solar. 

Many of the traditions compiled in this work are also found in other 
sources such as Kulayni’s al-Kafi, or al-Sadtiq’s al-Amali among others. At 
times, these latter works seem to have more complete and accurate 
versions of the traditions. It is perhaps for this reason that in more 
recent times Kitab al-Zuhd has not gotten the same attention as some of 
the other hadith texts, despite being of an earlier provenance. To date, 
there is only one Farsi translation of the work and no other complete 
English translation.° 

Since the Arabic text of this work has a number of instances where 
the editor has included a second form of a word or phrase in square 
brackets, which at times is quite different from the first one, we opted 
to translate only the word which seems more accurate given the 
context, and in cases where it is not clear which of the two is more 
correct, we translated the second form and included that in brackets as 
well. We have, however, left the Arabic text as is for those who would 
like to refer to the possible alternative form when it is present. 

We have also included some annotations in the footnotes to clarify 


> Al-Tiisi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam (1407 AH), al-Mashikhah, p. 66. 
° An effort was made by one group to translate this text into English but their translation 
omits a number of traditions and is not accurate in certain instances. 
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the meaning of certain traditions, and have also included the strah and 
ayah numbers of Qur’anic references within the traditions. Given that 
this is one of the earliest source texts, there is no bibliography. 
However, in the Arabic text of this work that we used, the editor did 
include footnotes wherein he mentioned the later works that referred 
to each of the traditions. 

Though the title of this work might lead one to believe that this text 
is all about al-zuhd or abstemiousness, it contains within it a variety of 
ethical teachings categorized into twenty different topics. For this 
reason, we have included an appendix to explain the meaning of the 
term al-zuhd itself, and how it is possible that the term was understood, 
during certain periods, to encompass all positive ethical traits. In 
conclusion, we acknowledge that all mistakes in the translation are ours 
alone. We pray that the Almighty accept this humble effort and hope 
that this work will be beneficial for those who read it. And all praise 
belongs solely to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 
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ON SILENCE, ABANDONING WHAT IS OF NO CONCERN, AND SLANDER 


Chapter One: On Silence Except when Speaking what is Good, 
Abandonment of what does not Concern one, and Slander’ 
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(1) Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Hatim ibn Abi Hatim® narrated to us saying, 
“We were informed by al-Husayn ibn Sad ibn Hammad, from al-Husayn 
ibn al-Mukhtar who said, ‘One of our companions narrated to me from 
Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “It is sufficient as a flaw in a person that he sees 
those faults in others which he is blind to [and disregards] in himself, or 
that he should fault other people for a matter which is also in himself, 
and which he cannot turn away from; and that he disturbs the one who 
sits with him by [discussing] that which does not concern [or benefit] 


y9909 


him 


’ The term namimah means conveying the speech of another person to the one he spoke 
about such that it results in divulging a secret and revealing something private that one 
dislikes to reveal. 

° He is known as Abii al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Abi Sahl Hatim ibn Abi Hatim al-Qazwini. He was 
a reliable transmitter and a great muhaddith. He narrated traditions from reliable 
transmitters. 
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(2) Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated from Safwan al-Jammal, from 
Fudayl who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah [al-Sadiq] (a) say, ‘Blessed be 
every unknown [critical]’ servant [of Allah] who recognizes the [nature] 


of people before they recognize him.” 
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(3) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Mu‘awiyah ibn Wahb, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Who will 
guarantee four things for me in return for four houses in Paradise? [To] 
give charity without fear of poverty, treat all people with fairness, 


spread [the message of] peace in the world, and eschew argumentation 


my 


even when you are right. 
Jp, FE ah toe Uf a SG petal Ge pee pe Ole dee oF 


° The terms lw’amah/luwamah and nu’amah/nuwamah are found in different manuscripts 
as well as other sources that mention this tradition. In Mani al-Akhbar, the latter term 
(which is also more correct in this context and has been mentioned in a number of other 
traditions) has been explained as: one who is not well known by the people. He 
accompanies them, and though they may be acquainted with him, they do not really 
know him well. (See: Ma‘Gni al-Akhbar p. 166 and also al-Kafi 2:225). On the other hand, 
the less likely lu’amah/luwamah means critical, and refers to one who observes others 
critically to learn about their true character. 
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(4) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Ja‘far ibn Ibrahim who said, “I 
heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘One who knows the appropriate position of 
his speech in relation to his intellect reduces his speech about that 
which does not concern him.’ And Abi ‘Abdillah (a) reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Beware of arguing with a deluded 
individual, for indeed every deluded individual has an argument that 
lasts only until his time comes to an end, and when his time is up, his 


delusion burns him with the Fire.’”””° 
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(5) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Dawid, from Abi 
Shaybah al-Zuhri, from one of the two (Imam al-Bagir or al-Sadiq) (a) 
who said, “The worst servant [of Allah] is he who possesses a double- 
face and a forked-tongue, he compliments his brother in his presence 
yet backbites him in his absence. When he is given, he envies him and 


when he is wronged, he abandons him.” 


1 One of the fallacious arguments presented by some deluded individuals and their 
followers is: ‘if we are wrong, why not debate us?’ This hadith shows that some 
individuals are not worth arguing with - they will only waste one’s time and energy 
since they are steeped in deep delusion. 
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(6) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Abi ‘Ammar Bayyda‘al-Aksiyah,” 
from al-Zaydi, from Abii Arakah who said, “I heard ‘Ali (a) say, ‘Verily 
Allah has some servants whose hearts have been humbled by the awe of 
Allah, so they abstain from speech despite being eloquent, articulate, 
wise, and noble. They race towards Him with pure actions, not 
considering their numerous [good] deeds to be much, nor being 
satisfied with [only] little. They consider themselves to be vile while 


they are [truly] sagacious and virtuous.” 
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(7) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from ‘Ammar ibn Marwan and al- 
Husayn ibn Mukhtar, from Abi Basir,” from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, 


“Beware of that for which apology is required, for indeed the believer 


" Bayya‘al-aksiyah means seller of clothes or a clothier. 

” Abi Basir is a title that is shared by a number of individuals including: Layth ibn al- 
Bakhtari al-Muradi, ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Asadi, and Yahya ibn Abi al-Qasim al- 
Asadi. When used without a qualifier, it most commonly refers to the last of the three, 
who was a companion of Imams al-Baqir, al-Sadiq and al-Kazim (a). Cf. Mujam Rijal al- 
Hadith. 


ON SILENCE, ABANDONING WHAT IS OF NO CONCERN, AND SLANDER 


does not do wrong and does not [have to] apologize, while the hypocrite 
does [something] wrong every day and [then repeatedly] apologizes for 
it.” 
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(8) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan who said,” 
“The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Should I not inform you about the 
most vile among you?’ They said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allah!’ He said, 
‘(They are] those who go about spreading slander [and gossip], those 
who cause separation between loved ones, and those who endeavor to 


my 


find faults in one who is innocent. 
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(9) Fadalah ibn Nizaz” narrated from al-Husayn ibn ‘Abdillah who said, 
“Abii Ja‘far [al-Bagir] (a) said, ‘One who refrains from [impugning] the 
honor of people, Allah will pardon him [and protect his reputation] on 


the Day of Resurrection, and whoever restrains his anger from the 


* Apparently, the phrase “from Abi ‘Abdillah (a)” has been mistakenly dropped here, 
as there are similar narrations that have been transmitted on the authority of Imam al- 
Sadiq (a) in other sources. 

“Tt seems that “ibn Nizaz” is a mistaken addition here, since no such name exists among 
the narrators. Rather, it should be Fadalah ibn Ayyib, since he was the one who narrated 
many traditions from al-Husayn ibn Sa‘d and others. Cf. Fihrist al-Najashi. 
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people, Allah will restrain His anger from him on the Day of 


Resurrection.” 
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(10) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from ‘Ali ibn Rab, from Abi 
‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdha”’, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Modesty is 
part of faith, and faith leads one into Paradise. Immodesty is part of 


depravity, and depravity leads one into the Fire.” 
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(11) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Amr ibn Khalid, from Zayd 
ibn ‘Ali, from his fathers, from ‘Ali (a) who said, “I heard the Messenger 
of Allah (s) say, ‘Speech is of three types: the profitable, the sound, and 
the detrimental. As for the profitable [speech], it is that where Allah is 
mentioned. As for the sound [speech], it is that wherein what Allah likes 
is spoken. And as for the detrimental [speech], it is that in which people 


are spoken about [in a negative way].” 


® This title refers to a cobbler or shoemaker. However, not all those referred to by this 
title were necessarily of this profession. 
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(12) “Uthman ibn ‘Is4 narrated from ‘Umayr’* ibn Udhaynah, from 
Sulayman ibn Qays who said, “I heard Amir al-Mu’minin (a) say, ‘The 
Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Verily Allah has forbidden Paradise to 
every foul-mouthed, obscene, shameless person who does not care 
about what he utters and what is said to him. If you investigate him, you 
will not find him but of illegitimate birth or a partner of Satan.” Upon 
hearing this, one man asked, “O Messenger of Allah, are there really 
people who are partners of Satan?” He (s) replied, “Have you not read 
the statement of Allah [where he tells Satan]: And partner with them in 
their wealth and children (Q17:64)?” Then someone asked, “And are there 
[really] some people who do not care about what they utter or what is 
said to them?” So he (s) responded, “Yes. He who criticizes the people 
and speaks [negatively] about them while he knows that they will not 
leave him [and will react against what he has said]; such a person does 


v9 


not care about what he utters and what is said to him. 
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*° Or, according to another manuscript, ‘Umar ibn Udhaynah, which seems to be more 
correct. 
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(13) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Asim ibn Humayd, from Abii 
Ja‘far (a) whom he heard saying, “Verily the good deed that brings the 
quickest reward is kindness, and the evil deed that brings the quickest 
punishment is unjust aggression. And it is sufficient as a flaw for a 
person to look at those faults in others which he turns a blind eye to in 
himself, and to censure the people for that which he is [himself] 
incapable of abandoning, and to disturb the one who sits with him by 


[discussing] that which does not concern him.” 
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(14) Safwan ibn Yahya narrated from Abi Khalid, from Hamzah ibn 


Humran, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A bedouin came to the 


Prophet (s) and said, ‘Advise me, O Messenger of Allah!’ He (s) replied, 


‘Yes. I advise you to guard that which is between your legs.”””” 
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” Meaning, control your lustful desires and always remain chaste. 
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(15) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from one of his companions, from Abi 
‘Abdillah who said, “Verily Allah, Blessed and Exalted is He, revealed to 
Misa (a) that one of your companions is speaking ill of you so be wary 
of him. So he said, ‘O Lord, I do not know him; inform me who he is so 
that I may know him.’ He replied, ‘O Musa, I have found fault with him 
for his slander [and defamation], and you wish Me to [also] be a 
defamer!’ He said, ‘Then what should I do, O Lord?’ Allah, the Exalted, 
replied, ‘Divide your companions into groups of ten, then cast lots 
between them; the arrow will fall on the group of ten which he is part 
of. Then divide them again and cast lots between them and the arrow 
will fall on him.’” He (the narrator) said, “When the man saw that lots 
were being drawn, he stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 1 am the 


companion [who spoke ill of you]! By Allah, I will never repeat it again.” 
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(16) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Shu‘ayb al-‘Agarqifi, from Abi 
Basir, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Once, when the Messenger of 
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Allah (s) was with [his wife] ‘A’?ishah, a man sought permission to see 
him. So the Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘What a bad brother of the tribe 
[he is]!’ ‘A’?ishah stood up and entered the inner chamber, and the 
Prophet (s) allowed the man to enter. As he came in, the Prophet (s) 
went to meet him and he spoke to him until he had said what he came 
to say and left. So ‘A’ishah said to him, ‘O Messenger of Allah, you 
mentioned him in that way, yet you still welcomed him with a smile on 
your face?’ So he said to her, ‘Verily among the worst servants of Allah 


is one whose company is disliked because of his foul-mouthedness.” 
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(17) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Amr ibn Khalid, from Zayd 
ibn ‘Ali, from his fathers, from ‘Ali (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah 
(s) said, ‘Paradise is forbidden to three: to the one who puts others under 
obligation, to the one who backbites, and to the one who is a habitual 


drinker.” 
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(18) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from his father who attributed it 
to the Messenger of Allah (s), that he said, “And will anything plunge 
people into the Fire [of Hell] other than what their tongues reap?” 


8 This is a rhetorical question and it means that the sins of the tongue are the main 
cause that would lead one into hellfire. 
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(19) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from al-Qasim ibn Sulayman, from 


Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “I heard my father say, ‘It is from the beauty 


of a person’s [devotion to] Islam to eschew that which does not concern 


my 


him. 
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(20) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from ‘Amr ibn Shimr, from Jabir, from 

Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Verily 

Allah loves the modest, clement, independent, chaste individual. And 


indeed Allah hates the shameless, obscene, scrounging, importune 


individual.” 
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(21) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Ibn Muskan, from al-Hasan al- 
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Sayqal who said, “I was sitting with Abi ‘Abdillah (a) when he sent one 
of his non-Arab servant boys on an errand to a person. The boy left and 
then returned so Abt ‘Abdillah began asking him and seeking an 
explanation from him, but the young lad did not understand him, and 
this happened a number of times.” He (the narrator) said, “When I saw 
that his speech did not change and he was not able to understand, I 
thought that Abi ‘Abdillah (a) would get angry on him. [However,] Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) looked at him sternly and then said, ‘By Allah, even if you 
are unable to speak with your tongue, you are not unable to 
communicate with your heart [and mind]!’ Then he said, ‘Verily 
modesty, chastity, and inarticulateness - the inarticulateness of the 
tongue, not of the heart - are part of faith,” while immodesty, obscenity 


and insolence are part of hypocrisy.” 
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(22) Ibn Muskan said, and so did al-Hasan, “We heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) 


say, ‘A foul-mouthed woman once passed by the Messenger of Allah (s) 


while he was eating, and said, ‘O Muhammad, you are indeed eating the 


In his commentary on a similar tradition in al-Kafi, ‘Allamah Majlisi says that 
inarticulateness here refers to speaking less, or not speaking about that which does not 
concern or benefit a person, or about which one has no knowledge. Cf. Mirat al-Ugil 
8:188. 
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food of slaves sitting as a slave would sit.’ So he (s) said to her, ‘Woe be 
to you! And who is a more submissive slave [of Allah] than me?’ She said, 
‘Then share with me a morsel of your food.’ So the Messenger of Allah 
(s) gave her some of his food. She said, ‘No, by Allah. I want a morsel 
from your mouth to [enter] my mouth!’ So he took out a morsel from 
his mouth and gave it to her, and she ate it.” Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, 


“After that, she never uttered an obscene word until she left this world.” 
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(23) Fadalah narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Bukayr, from Abi Basir, from 
Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) used to say in his 
sermon, ‘Cursing a believer is transgression and fighting him is 
disbelief. Consuming his property [without permission] is a sin and his 


my 


property is as inviolable as his blood. 
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Chapter Two: On Etiquette and Encouraging Others to do Good 
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(24) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us from Fadalah ibn Ayyib, from 
Abi al-Maghra’, from Zayd al-Shahham”, from ‘Amr ibn Sa‘id ibn Hilal 
who said, “I told Abi ‘Abdillah (a), ‘I only get to meet you once every 
few years, so give me some advice that I can adopt [in the meantime].’ 
He said, ‘I advise you to be mindful of Allah, to espouse piety, and 
struggle [for the sake of Allah]. And beware of aspiring to the position 
of one who is above you. Indeed, what Allah, to Whom belong might and 
majesty, told the Messenger of Allah (s) [about this] is sufficient: So do 
not be impressed by their wealth and children (Q9:55). And He said: And do 
not extend your gaze [yearningly] at what We have provided their groups of the 
embellishment of the life of this world (Q20:131). Indeed, if you fear any of 
this [happening to you] then recall the life of the Messenger of Allah (s), 


°° Al-Shahham literally refers to one who sells fat. 
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for indeed his meal consisted of barley [bread] and his dessert [was 
merely] comprised of dates; and his firewood consisted of [dry] palm 
branches, when he could find them. When a hardship befalls you in your 
person, or your wealth or children, then remember the calamity that 
befell you when you lost the Messenger of Allah (s), for indeed the 


creation has not been afflicted with any calamity like it, ever.” 
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(25) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from al-Fudayl ibn “Uthman, from 
‘Ubayd ibn Zurarah who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Indeed I 
dislike a man who seeks to please his Lord with something while not 
having anything better than it [to offer]. So when I see him prolonging 


his bowing I say: O [base] soul! And when I see him prolonging his 


prostration, I say: O [base] soul!””” 
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(26) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated to us from Ibn Musk&n, from Sulayman 


ibn Khalid, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “Should I not inform you about 


*1 Perhaps this means that no matter how much a person worships or performs a deed, 
albeit difficult, to please Allah, he should not feel so content as to lose his fear and awe 
of Allah by pinning his hopes entirely on one deed, especially when he has nothing 
better to offer. Furthermore, being pleased with oneself is a vice and leads to arrogance. 
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Islam: its branch, its root, its summit and its peak?” I said, “Yes, indeed, 
may I be your ransom!” He said, “As for its root [and foundation], it is 
prayer; as for its branch, it is zakat (alms-tax); as for its summit and peak, 


it is jihad (holy struggle).” 
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(27) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar al-Yamani who 
attributed the statement to ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a), that he would say, “The 
best things through which the supplicants can entreat Allah are: faith 
in Allah and His Messenger, jihad in the way of Allah, acknowledgement 
of [His] oneness (kalimat al-ikhlas) - for indeed it is something [that is 
embedded] in the innate nature (fitrah), establishing prayer — for indeed 
it is the [pillar of the] creed (millah), giving the zakat (alms-tax) - for 
indeed it is part of what is obligatorily due to Allah, fasting in the month 


of Ramadan - for indeed it is a shield from His chastisement, pilgrimage 


to the House [of Allah] - for indeed it alleviates poverty and wipes away 
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sin, maintaining ties with near of kin - for indeed it is a means of 
increasing one’s wealth and delaying one’s death, giving charity in 
secret - for indeed it does away with sin and extinguishes divine wrath, 
and [doing] good turns - for indeed they repel tragic death and protect 
[one] from falling into disrepute [and disgrace]. Ensure that you are 
[always] honest, for Allah is with the one who is truthful, and turn aside 
from falsehood, for indeed lies take one away from faith. Know that the 
truthful one is close to salvation and honor, while the liar is on the brink 
of humiliation and destruction. Speak [only] what is good and you will 
be known for it, act upon it and you will become one of its folk. Return 
the trust to the one who entrusted it to you, and keep ties with the near 


of kin and turn towards them in kindness.” 
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(28) Al-Qasim and Fadalah narrated from Aban ibn ‘Uthman, from al- 
Sabbah ibn Sayabah who said, “I heard a statement that was attributed 
to the Prophet (s), that he said, ‘The felicitous is he who was felicitous 
in the womb of his mother, and the wretched is he who was wretched 
in the womb of his mother. And the felicitous is he who takes 
admonition from [the condition of] others. The most sagacious of all is 
he who is Godwary while the most foolish of all is he who is morally 
corrupt. The worst of narrations is the false narration, and the worst of 
affairs are those that are innovated [in religion]. The worst blindness is 
the blindness of the heart, and the worst regret is when death comes to 
one of you. The greatest regret is the regret on the Day of Resurrection, 
and the greatest sin in the sight of Allah is that of a lying tongue. The 
worst profit is that which is earned through interest, and the worst 
provision is that which is consumed wrongfully from the wealth of 
orphans. The best adornment for a man is righteous guidance with faith, 
through it he acquires control of his affair and ensures a good end [to 
his worldly life]. He who desires renown, Allah causes him to be 
disgraced, and whoever relies on this world is let down [and rendered 


unable to attain what he seeks]. 


Whoever understands [the reality of] trial remains patient when faced 
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by it, but he who does not understand it recoils [from it]. Sin is disbelief, 
and whoever acts arrogantly is abased by Allah. Whoever obeys Satan 
disobeys Allah, and whoever disobeys Allah will be punished by Him. 
Whoever is grateful He grants him more.” Al-Qasim said in his 
narration, “Whoever bears the calamity [that befalls him] patiently, 
Allah will restore him [to his previous position, or better than that], and 
whoever puts his trust in Allah, then Allah will suffice him. Do not anger 
Allah for the sake of pleasing anyone among His creation, and do not 
[attempt to] get close to anyone among the creatures by distancing 
yourself from Allah, for verily there is nothing between Allah and any 
of His creation by which He grants him some good or repels from him 
something evil except through obedience to Him. Indeed, obedience to 
Allah is a means of successfully attaining all the good that is sought and 


deliverance from every evil that is dreaded. 


Verily Allah protects the one who obeys Him and does not protect the 
one who disobeys Him; and the fugitive from Allah finds no place to 
[which he may] escape. Certainly, the decree of Allah will come to pass 
even if the creatures are averse to it, and everything that approaches is 
near. Whatever Allah wills happens, and whatever He does not will does 
not happen. Assist each other in virtue and Godwariness, and do not 
cooperate in sin and transgression; and be mindful of Allah, indeed 
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Allah is severe in punishment. 
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(29) Al-Qasim and Fadalah [also] narrated from Aban, from al-Hasan al- 
Sayqal who said, “I asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a), ‘Is an hour of contemplation 
better than standing vigil [in worship] at night?’ He replied, ‘Yes. The 
Messenger of Allah (s) said that an hour of contemplation is better than 
standing for nightly-worship.’ I asked, ‘How should one contemplate?’ 
He said, ‘One should pass by ruins and [long abandoned] dwellings and 
[think to himself] saying, “Where are your inhabitants? Where are those 


who constructed you? Why do you not respond!?”” 


:JLs HE il Ane ool ope Oke Gl ne tll oe pee oll ge tie 
gill $3 Se Vy Gu BE se Sl Vi ibs 8 BE at Sey JLs 
Spey SLB g Se pe ope Lee! » SI! clad os SS OLee Ms (Selb Gee 
s s AN \ 

DBE gel Sy pe el Y Wel Qatlsl 3 ARF al 

(30) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from al-Nadr, from Ibn Sinan, 
from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said in a 
sermon, ‘Should! not inform you about the best of creation in this world 
and the Hereafter? [It is] the forgiveness offered to one who wrongs you, 
the good that is done to one who does you evil, and giving one who 
deprives you.’ And the Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘In mutual hatred 


there is severance. I do not mean the severing of hair [through shaving]; 
rather, I mean the severance of faith.” 
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(31) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Yazid, from ‘Ali ibn 
Ya‘qub who said, “Abu ‘Abdillah said to me, ‘Let people not delude you 
from yourself, for verily recompense [for your deeds] will reach you, not 
them. And let your day not be spent on this and that [which is of no 
benefit], for indeed with you is one who records your deeds. And do not 
consider the little good [you do] to be insignificant, for indeed you will 
see it tomorrow in a way that will please you. And do not consider the 
little evil [you do] to be insignificant, for indeed you will see it tomorrow 
in a manner that will displease you. And do good [to others], for I have 
not seen anything more intense in seeking out, nor quicker in catching 
up with, an old sin [and effacing it] than a good deed. Indeed Allah, the 
Blessed and Exalted, says: Verily good deeds wipe out evil deeds. That is a 
reminder for the mindful. (Q11:114)” 
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(32) “Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from Sama‘ah who said, “I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) saying to a man, ‘Why is it that you hurt the Messenger of 
Allah (s)?’ So the man said to him, ‘May I be your ransom! How do we 
hurt him?’ He said, ‘Do you not know that your actions are presented to 


him? So when he sees that they contain [acts of] disobedience to Allah, 
that hurts him. Do not hurt the Messenger of Allah (s) and please him 
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[instead (by your good deeds)]. 
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(33) SUthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from Sama‘ah who said, “I heard Aba al- 
Hasan Misa (a) saying, ‘Do not consider [your] many good deeds as 
abundant, and do not consider [your] few sins as paltry, for verily sins 
that are few keep accumulating until they become many. And fear Allah 
in [both] private and public, until you behave in a fair manner [with 
others]. Hasten towards the obedience of Allah, be truthful in speech, 
and fulfill the trust [that is entrusted to you], for indeed this is for your 
own benefit. Do not oppress [anyone] and do not enter into that which 


my 


is impermissible for you, as that is to your detriment. 
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(34) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from ‘Ali ibn Rab, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Whoever loves for the sake of Allah, hates for 


the sake of Allah, and gives for the sake of Allah, is among those whose 


faith is complete.” 
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(35) Also [narrated] from him (a), that he said, “Among the firmest 
handles of faith are that you love for Allah, hate for Allah, give for Allah, 
and withhold for Allah.” 
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(36) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Zur‘ah, from Abi Basir who said, 
“T asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about the verse wherein Allah, the Exalted, 
says: Guard yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is humans and 
stones (Q66:6), and said, ‘This is my soul that I am guarding, but how 
should I guard my family?’ He replied, ‘By instructing them to do as 
Allah has commanded, and forbidding them from what Allah has 
forbidden. Then if they obey you, you will have guarded them [from it], 


my 


but if they disobey you, you will have fulfilled your responsibility. 
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(37) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Hasan, from Abi Basir who said, 
“I asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about the verse wherein Allah, to Whom 
belong might and majesty, says: Be mindful of Allah in the manner which He 


deserves (Q3:102), so he said, ‘He is to be obeyed and never disobeyed, 


remembered and never forgotten, thanked and never shown 
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ingratitude. 
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(38) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Durust, from Abii Salamah, from 
Abii Ya‘qiib who said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Three things are such that 
people cannot [easily] bear them: pardoning [the wrongs of] others, 
assisting someone [else] with one’s wealth, and remembering Allah 
often.” Ibn Abi Ya‘qiib said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Whoever speaks 
regarding [a matter pertaining to] justice yet goes against it [himself] to 
something else, he shall be burdened with [great] regret on the Day of 


Resurrection.” 
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(39) It is narrated from al-Nadr, from Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid, from 
Zayd al-Shahham who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Beware of the 
violent strikes of Allah by night and by day.’ So I asked, ‘What are the 


violent strikes of Allah?’ He said, ‘His punishment for [your] sins.” 
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(40) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Abi Hamzah al-Thumali who 
said, “‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) said, ‘One who acts upon what Allah has 
made obligatory on him, he is among the best of people; and whoever 
eschews what Allah has forbidden him, he is among the most devoted 
of people; and whoever is content with what Allah has allotted for him, 


my 


he is among the richest of people. 
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(41) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Dawid ibn 
Farqad, from Abii Shaybah al-Zuhri, from one of the two [Imams] (a) 
who said, “Woe be to the one who does not obey Allah through 
enjoining good and forbidding evil.” He [further] said, “Whoever says 
‘There is no god but Allah’ will never go through the heavenly realms 
until his statement is complemented with righteous action. And one 
who submits to Allah without following a just Imam has no religion; and 
one who submits to Allah yet obeys an unjust person has no religion.” 
He [also] said, “All communities were deluded by seeking more [of this 
world than others], until they visited the graves.” He [further] said, 


“One who does good and does not sin is better than one who does good 
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and [also] sins. And one who does good and sins is better than one who 
[only] sins and does no good.” And he said, “Stopping when in doubt is 


better than plunging into destruction.” 
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(42) Fadalah narrated from Fuday] ibn ‘Uthman, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) 
whom he asked for advice so he said, “I advise you to espouse 
Godwariness, be truthful in [your] speech, return the trusts [entrusted 
to you], and be a good companion to the one who accompanies you. In 
the moments just before sunrise and sunset, supplicate [to Allah] and 
strive hard [to maintain this practice], and do not hold back from asking 
anything from your Lord. Do not say [to yourself], ‘This is something 
that He will not grant me,’ and supplicate [for everything you need], for 
verily Allah does as He wills.” 
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(43) Fadalah narrated from Qays al-Hilali, from ‘Ajlan Abi Salih who 
said, “Abu ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Treat people with fairness, assist them 
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with your wealth, and wish for them what you wish for yourself. 
Remember Allah often and beware of laziness and ennui, for that is what 
my father used to advise me, and that is what his father would advise 
him, and it pertains [even more so] to the nightly prayer. Indeed if you 
are lazy, you will not fulfill the right of Allah and if you are lethargic, 


my 


you will not fulfill anyone else’s right. 
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(44) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali al-Kalbi narrated from ‘Amr ibn Khalid, from 
Zayd ibn ‘Ali, from his fathers, from ‘Ali (a) who said, “A man sought 
permission from the family of the Messenger of Allah (s) to enter [his 
house], then he said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, advise me.’ He (s) said to 
him, ‘I advise you not to ascribe any partners to Allah - even if you are 
cut into pieces and burnt with fire, and not to disobey your parents - if 
they wish you to leave your [position in this] world then leave it, and 
not to curse people, and when you meet your Muslim brother, meet him 
with a cheerful face, and pour for him the extra water you have in your 


bucket.” Convey to the Muslims you meet salutations from me, and 


* § metaphor meaning: assist him with whatever extra you have. 
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invite people to Islam - be sure that [in doing so,] for each person who 
responds [positively] to you, you will gain the reward of freeing a slave 
from the descendants of [Prophet] Ya‘qiib, and teach them that al- 
sughrab [or al-sughayra’] is forbidden upon them, meaning nabidh, which 
is a [kind of] wine, and every intoxicant is forbidden.” 
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(45) Ibrahim ibn Abi Bilad narrated from his father, from one of our 
companions who attributed it to the Prophet (s), saying, “A bedouin 
came to the Prophet (s) and took hold of the bridle of his mount as he 
was proceeding to one of his battles. Then he said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, teach me an action by which I may enter Paradise!’ He (s) replied, 
‘Whatever you like people to give to you, give to them, and whatever 
you dislike them to give to you, do not give to them. Now let go of the 


my 


mount. 
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(46) Ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Dawid ibn Fargad who said, “I heard 
Aba ‘Abdillah (a) saying, ‘Verily the righteous deed goes to Paradise and 
paves the way for its doer just as a man sends his servant boy to prepare 
a place for him.’ Then he recited: ‘As for those who believe and do good 
deeds, they prepare for themselves [their eternal abode] (Q30:44).”” 
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AE ie col pe ple ope LE oe bate Cpe Oly be oe geo “FV 

s Pai \ Ga ny <2 1 
Snainy Hedi od tne gh gle Le AE tad RE J LS LG 
Aah IS ALS ps Boe se VG alb ISI Lal laced oll te hin 
ht LIS ail ps By SN Sy MGT bs he & ped Vig SIL, 
Aisles isd (23 Coy Lad PS AU ote cat LS es LUE Le Sly 
tog SMe ed sy LE Zoli hoe Oyo Loy LIL JL 
IS ee PLT LIS ope Lily coped y GLE YE Se Lib ivy 
pty cd al Sle > Sages tre Ea cop ly days asi 3 
ebde 5! ju ae, Ede 9 « i se thle» «tI ie Elle 9 9 i 
89 LL fe 5 1ly I Le, Elle 9 ly 5 I Le, EL le 9 Sty 5 SI Le, 
My adh Ailey Lglity tiles 58 thas aby ebiley Sle IS cle oT tI 
Ugigline Hikes gS 8 GLY Glee Uhiley aLiey spuds LS Lie 

bends ab AE 4 hee gl be adi ol OB ce 
(47) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Uthman ibn Thabit, from 
Ja‘far, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said to 
‘Ali (a), ‘O ‘Ali, I advise you to espouse certain qualities, so learn them 
from me. O Allah, help him [to do so]! As for the first one, it is 
truthfulness - never let any lie be spoken from your mouth. The second 
is piety - never act treacherously. The third is fearing Allah as though 
you see Him. The fourth is crying out of fear [and awe] of Allah - for 
each tear a mansion will be built for you in Paradise. The fifth is 
spending your wealth and blood for your religion. The sixth is adhering 
to my sunnah in my prayers, my fasting and my giving charity. As for 
my prayer, it is fifty-one [rak‘ahs]; as for my fasting, it is three days in 


every month, in its beginning, middle, and end; as for my charity, it is 


DP) «Cer AcHMENT FROM THIS WORLD 


to spare no effort [in assisting the needy] until it is said that you have 


been extravagant, while you have not been extravagant. 


I bid you to maintain the nightly prayer, maintain the nightly prayer, 
maintain the nightly prayer! And I bid you to maintain the midday 
prayer, maintain the midday prayer, maintain the midday prayer! I bid 
you to recite the Qur’an in every condition. And I bid you to raise your 
hands in supplication and then turn them back [towards yourself]. I bid 
you to brush your teeth during every ablution and prayer. And I bid you 
to [espouse] beautiful moral traits so inculcate them [in yourself], and I 
warn you against evil traits so eschew them. Then if you do not act upon 
what I advise you [herewith], then do not blame anyone but yourself 


my 


[for the consequences]. 
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(48) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Kulayb al-Asadi who said, “I 
heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Maintain ties with each other, be kind to 


each other, have compassion for one another, and be righteous brothers 


, 


as Allah has commanded you.” 
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(49) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Kulayb al-Asadi, from Hasan 


ibn Mus‘ab, from Sa‘d ibn Tarif, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “Be polite 


with the hypocrite in your speech, but reserve your love for the 
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believer. And if a Jew sits in your company, then be a good sitting 


companion to him.”” 
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(50) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Yisuf ibn ‘Imran, from Ya‘qib 
ibn Shu‘ayb who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily Allah 
revealed to Adam (a), “I have gathered for you all ordinances in four 
statements.” He asked, “What are they, O Lord?” He said, “One is for Me, 
one is for you, one is between Me and you, and one is between you and 
the people.” He (Adam) said, “Explain them to me, O Lord, so that I may 
act upon them.” He said, “As for that which is for Me, it is that you 
worship Me and do not ascribe anything as a partner to Me. As for that 
which is for you, it is that I will recompense you for your actions when 
you are most in need of it. As for that which is between Me and you, it 
is upon you to supplicate to Me and it is upon Me to answer you. As for 
that which is between you and the people, it is that you should like for 
the people what you like for yourself.” 


*? These instructions are meant to protect the believers from the evils and wiles of the 
groups mentioned. 
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(51) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Husayn ibn Usamah who said, 


“T heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘You will not be a [true] believer until you 


have fear and hope, and until you act upon what you fear and hope for.” 
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(52) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Abi Mu‘adh, from Abi Arakah 
who said, “I prayed the fajr prayer behind ‘Ali (a) in this mosque of 
yours, then [after completing the prayer,] he turned towards his right 
side and had a sorrowful disposition. [He remained there] until the sun 
rose over the wall of this mosque of yours to the extent of a spear - and 
it (the same wall) is not there today - then he came to the people and 
said, ‘Indeed, by Allah, the companions of the Messenger of Allah (s) 
would spend this night alternating between [worshipping on] their 
foreheads and their knees [through prostration and bowing] and when 
morning came, they rose up, dusty and pale, with a mark between their 


eyes like the knee of a goat. Whenever Allah was mentioned, they would 
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bend the way a tree bends on the windy day, and tears would flow from 
their eyes until their clothes became wet.’ Then he got up and departed 
saying, ‘By Allah, it is as though the people are asleep in their 
negligence.’ Then he was not seen laughing until the wicked one (Ibn 
Muljam) did what he did.” 
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(53) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Ali (a), from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) whom he 
asked about the verse wherein Allah, to Whom belong might and 
majesty, says: And those who give whatever they give with their hearts 
fearful... (Q23:60) so he said, “[They are fearful] out of their concern and 
their hope; they fear that their deeds will be rejected if they do not obey 


Allah - and He has power over all things - and they hope that He accepts 
[their deeds] from them.” 
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(54) Fadalah narrated from Abi al-Maghra’, from Abi Basir, from Abi 


‘Abdillah (a) who said regarding the verse: ...who give whatever they give 
with their hearts fearful... (Q23:60), “He gives what he does [as the people 
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do]” while he is full of awe and hope.” 
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(55) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from Sama‘ah, from Abi Basir, from al- 
Nadr ibn ‘Asim, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said regarding the verse: 
..who give whatever they give with their hearts fearful... (Q23:60), “They 
perform [good] deeds and know that they will be rewarded for it.” 
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(56) Al-Nadr narrated from Ibn Sinan, from al-Yamani, from Abi Ja‘far 
(a) who said, “Allah, to Whom belong might and majesty, said, ‘By My 
might and My majesty, by My greatness and My power, by My grandeur 
and exaltedness, [I swear that] My servant does not prefer My desire 
over his own desire but that I place needlessness [and contentment] in 
his soul, make his [primary] concern for his Hereafter, prevent him 
from suffering loss, guarantee his sustenance from the skies and the 
earth, and stand behind him [to ensure his benefit] in the transaction of 


every trader.” 


** This phrase is not present in other quoted versions of this tradition. 
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Chapter Three: On Good Character, Kindness and Anger 
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(57) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us from Muhammad ibn al-Fadl, 
from ‘Udhafir who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily Allah has 


chosen Islam for Himself as a religion, so be its virtuous followers 


through generosity and good character.” 
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(58) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Is4 narrated from Sama‘ah who said, “One day Abii 
‘Abdillah (a) mentioned good character and said, ‘A servant of the 
Messenger of Allah (s) passed away, so he instructed that they should 
dig a grave for him. They proceeded to dig when [suddenly] they came 
across a rock in the grave and were unable to continue digging. So they 
came to the Prophet (s) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, we dug the 


grave for so-and-so and came across a large rock, so we began to strike 


it until our pickaxes became blunt [yet it did not break]!’ The Prophet 
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(s) said, ‘How can that be while he was a man of good character? Go back 
and dig.’ So they went back and Allah made it easy for them until they 


were able to bury him [in that grave].” 
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(59) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from ‘Amr ibn Shimr, from Jabir, from 
Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘If good 
character was a creature that could be seen, there would be nothing 
more beautiful than it in creation; and if evil character was a creature 
that could be seen, there would be nothing uglier than it in creation. 
Verily Allah makes the servant with good character attain the station of 


one who fasts [by day] and stands to worship [by night].” 
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(60) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan, from a man 
of the Bani Hashim saying, “I heard him say, ‘Four traits are such that 
whoever possesses them, his submission [to Allah] is complete, even if 
he is covered in misdeeds from head to toe. They are: truthfulness, 


my 


modesty, good character, and gratitude. 
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(61) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from Dawid ibn Fargad, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A bedouin came to the Messenger of Allah (s) 
and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, teach me one thing, for Iam a man who 
journeys [regularly] and I stay in the desert.’ He said, ‘Do not get angry.’ 
The bedouin found that to be too trivial, so he returned to the Prophet 
(s) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, teach me one thing, for 1 am a man 
who journeys [regularly] and I stay in the desert.’ So the Prophet (s) said 
to him, ‘Do not get angry.’ The bedouin took that to be trivial [advice] 
so he returned once more and repeated his request. So the Messenger 
of Allah (s) answered him [in the same way]. The man thought to 
himself, ‘I will not ask about anything else after this. I understand that 
he has advised me and warned me not to accuse [anyone] falsely when 
I get angry, and not to kill [or fight with anyone] when I get angry.” Abii 
‘Abdillah (a) said, “Anger is the key to all evil.” And he said, “Iblis used 
to be with the angels and the angels considered him to be one of them, 
yet in the knowledge of Allah he was not one of them. When the 


command to prostrate before Adam was issued, he was filled with 
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prejudice and anger, so Allah brought out what he held within himself 


of prejudice and anger.” 
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(62) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Rib‘i who said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) 
said to Yahya al-Saqqa’, ‘O Yahya, verily good character is a means of 


my 


ease, and verily bad character causes difficulty. 
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(63) Al-Mahamili narrated from Dharih, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘When Allah wishes goodness for a 


household, He grants them moderation [and judiciousness] in life” and 


good character.” 
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(64) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from al-Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar, from al- 


‘Ala ibn Kamil who said, “Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Whenever you mingle 


with people, if it is possible for you to ensure that you always have the 


*> Or: ease in attaining livelihood. 
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upper hand” over the one you mingle with, then do so. Verily the 
servant may have some shortcomings in his worship, yet he has a good 
character so Allah elevates him thereby to the level of one who fasts 


my 


[and worships often]. 
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(65) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Shu‘ayb al-‘Agarqiifi, from Abi 
Basir, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, 
‘Those who will be closest to me tomorrow (in the Hereafter) are the 


my 


ones with the best character and the closest of you to the people. 
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(66) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Rib‘i, from al-Fudayl, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A man came to the Prophet (s) and said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, who among the people have the most perfect faith?’ 


He said, ‘Those who have the best character.” 


SUG ghee py aS ope chal She SU Ole Gs pel pe 2-9 


AS SS as ee Gee S315] EE glo acs I fey be ail po gl 


°° Meaning that you are in the position where you can assist others rather than needing 
their assistance for any matter. 
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(67) Al-Nadr narrated from al-Qasim ibn Sulayman who said, “Al-Sabbah 
narrated to me from Zayd ibn ‘Ali who said, ‘Allah, to Whom belong 
might and majesty, revealed to His Prophet, Dawid (a), “When My 
servant remembers Me in his anger [and thereby restrains it], I 
remember him on the Day of Resurrection in front of all My creation, 


v9 


and I do not cause him to perish along with that which I annihilate. 
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(68) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Jabir, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Verily Allah is kind, He grants 
[abundant] reward [to the virtuous] and He loves every kind [and 
gentle] person. He grants for gentleness that which He does not grant 


for [anything which involves] harshness.”””” 
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(69) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from ‘Amr ibn Shimr, from Jabir, from 
Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘O people! By 


Allah, I surely know that you cannot bring [joy or] comfort to the people 


with your wealth, rather [you can only do it] with cheerfulness and good 


*7 Alternatively: ...He rewards gentle acts with what He may not reward for hard actions. 
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character.”””* He (the narrator) also said that he heard him say, “May 


Allah have mercy on every easy-going, cheerful one.” 
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(70) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar who said, “I 
heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘[Good] character is a gift that Allah bestows 
to whomever He wills from His creation. Some of it is a natural 
disposition and some of it is [adopted and] practiced intentionally.’ I 
asked, ‘Which of these two is better?’ He said, ‘The one who intends it 
is better. For verily the one who has a natural disposition is compelled 
to act that way and cannot behave in any other manner, whereas the 


one who voluntarily intends it makes himself remain patient in 


obedience [to Allah] and perseveres, so he is better.” 
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(71) One of our companions narrated from Jabir ibn Sadir, from Mu‘adh 
ibn Muslim who said, “I went to meet Abu ‘Abdillah (a) while there was 
a man with him, and [I heard that] Abii ‘Abdullah (a) told him, ‘The 


*8 Or: ...you cannot assist the people with your wealth [due to your own need], so bring 
ease [and joy] to them with your cheerfulness and good character. 
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Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Gentle kindness is propitious, whereas 


yO 


roughness is inauspicious. 
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(72) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan who said, “Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) said [to me], ‘O Ibn Sinan, verily the meal of the Prophet (s) 
would consist of barley without seasoning [or condiments]. Indeed, 


righteousness and good character make communities thrive and 


increase in [peoples’] lifespans.”” 
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(73) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Ali al-Ahmasi, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily good character melts away sin the way 


ice is melted by the sun, and bad character corrupts action the way 


vinegar spoils honey.” 
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(74) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hisham ibn Salim, from Abii ‘Abdillah 


(a) who said, “A man came to the Prophet (s) and said, ‘So-and-so died 
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and we dug a grave for him, but the earth prevented it.’ He (s) said, ‘He 


was [a person] of bad character.” 
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(75) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Habib al-Khath‘ami, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Should I not 
inform you of the best among you?’ They said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of 
Allah!’ He said, ‘Those with the best character, those who are amiable 
and hospitable, and those who get along with people and with whom 


others get along well.” 
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(76) Ibn ‘Abbas narrated from Ibn Shajarah, from Ibrahim ibn Abi Raja 


who said, “Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘[Espousing] a good character 


increases [one’s] livelihood.” 
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Chapter Four: Virtue and Vice 
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(77) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us saying, “Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad 
narrated to us from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Walid al-Wassafi who said, ‘Abi 
Ja‘far (a) said, “Doing good [to others] protects one from falling into 
ruin, and every good turn is a charity. Those whose wont is to do good 
[to others] in this world are [known as] the doers of good in the 
Hereafter, while those who do evil in the world are [recognized] as the 
evildoers in the Hereafter. Verily the first of the inhabitants of Paradise 
to be admitted into it are the doers of good, and the first of the people 


of Hell to be thrown into it are the doers of evil.””” 
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(78) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from ‘Ali ibn Salim who said, “I heard Aba 


‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘There is a verse in the Qur’an that is unrestrictedly 
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applicable [to all].’ I asked, ‘Which [verse] is it?’ He said, ‘The verse 
wherein Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: Is there any reward for 
goodness except goodness? (Q55:60) - it applies to the disbeliever and the 
believer, to the righteous and the wicked. Whoever is done a good turn, 
it is incumbent upon him to reciprocate; and reciprocation does not 
mean doing the same as what was done for him; rather, he must do good 
to the extent that he sees that by his action, he has attained the merit 


my 


of the initiator [of goodness]. 
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(79) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from his father, who attributed it 
to the Messenger of Allah (s) that he said, “Whoever asks you by Allah, 
give to him; and whoever does a good turn to you, recompense him. If 
you do not find anything to recompense him with, then pray to Allah 


for him [continually] until you feel sure that you have recompensed him 
[thereby].” 
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(80) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from Ibn ‘Abbad who said, “Aba 


‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘A good turn is not considered a good turn except with 


one who possesses honor or religion.” 
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(81) Ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from the one who informed him, from one 
of the learned scholars who said, “The poor believers will be stopped on 
the Day of Judgment and will be told by the Lord, Blessed and Exalted is 
He, ‘Indeed I did not make you poor due to your insignificance in My 
eyes; rather, I made you poor to test you. Go forth, and let there be no 
one who did good to you in the world but that you take his hand and 


my 


make him enter Paradise [with you]. 
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(82) Ibn Abi “Umayr narrated from Mansir, from Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar, 
from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily Paradise has a gate that is called 


‘the Gate of Goodness’, and none shall enter it except those who did 


good [to others].” 


ee! :JLs YE ai duis el ot alee el AY OE pee uel oe! -AY 

cabal CS1B abel ge GS J OB Mal ge Gad ey abel se oe J! So rll 

(83) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from one of his companions, from Abii 
y p 


‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Do good to one who is worthy and one who is 


not worthy, for indeed if he is unworthy, then surely you are worthy.” 
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(84) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Dawid al-Riqqi, from Abi 
Hamzah al-Thumali who said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, ‘Verily Allah, 
the Almighty, made among His creatures some who are worthy of 
virtue. He made them love goodness and love doing good [to others]. He 
enjoined upon those who seek goodness that they should refer to them. 
And He made it is as easy for them to carry it out as He made it is easy 
for rain to flow on arid land in order to bring it to life and cause its 
inhabitants to thrive. Verily Allah made among His creatures some who 
are enemies of virtue. He made them detest goodness and made them 
hate acting upon it. He forbade those who seek goodness from referring 
to them, and prevented them from carrying it out just as He prevents 
rain from pouring on an arid land [in order] to destroy its inhabitants. 


my 


And what Allah forgives is greater [than what He punishes]. 
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(85) One of our companions narrated from al-Qasim ibn Muhammad, 
from Ishaq ibn Ibrahim who said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Verily Allah 
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has created among His creatures some servants whom He has chosen 
for [assisting] the poor among our followers, so that He may reward 
them for that. The Messenger of Allah (s) said, “It suffices for your praise 
of your brother when he does you a good turn that you say to him: may 
Allah reward you with goodness; and when he is mentioned in his 
absence that you say: may Allah reward him with goodness. Then you 


yO” 


will have [adequately] reciprocated [his kindness]. 
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Chapter Five: Kindness to Parents, Relatives, Kinsfolk and 
Severance of Ties 
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(86) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us saying, “Safwan narrated to us 
from Ishaq ibn Ghalib, from his father, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, 
‘Kindness [to parents] and charity given secretly dispel poverty, 


increase lifespans, and protect one from seventy dreadful types of 
death.” 
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(87) Al-Nadr and Fadalah narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan, from Hafs, 
from Muhammad ibn Muslim, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “Verily a 
servant may be kind to his parents in their lifetime, then they pass away 
and he does not repay their debts, nor does he pray for their 


forgiveness, so Allah writes him among those who were undutiful. 


Likewise, he may not have been kind towards them in their lifetime but 
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when they pass away, he repays their debts and seeks forgiveness for 
them, so Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, writes him among the dutiful.” 
Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said, “And if you would like Allah to increase your 
lifespan then please your parents.” He (the narrator) said, “I heard him 
say, ‘Indeed being kind [and dutiful to parents] increases one’s 


sustenance.” 
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(88) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from Sayf ibn ‘Amirah, from Ibn 
Muskan, from ‘Ammar ibn Hayyan who said, “I was informed by Abi 
‘Abdillah about the dutifulness of his son Isma‘il towards him. He said, 
‘T used to love him, and now my love for him has increased. Verily the 
Messenger of Allah (s) was visited by his foster sister. When he saw her, 
he was pleased and spread out his cloak for her and made her sit on it. 
Then he began speaking with her and smiling at her. Later, she stood up 
and left. Subsequently, her brother came [to visit him] but he did not 
treat him as he had treated her. Someone asked, “O Messenger of Allah, 
you treated his sister in a different way than how you treated him while 
he is a man?” He replied, “Because she was more dutiful to her father 


than him.”” 
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(89) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from al-Husayn, from ‘Uthman, from the 
one who mentioned it, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily keeping 
ties with close relatives purifies one’s deeds, makes the accounting easy, 


wards off afflictions, and increases one’s lifespan.” 
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(90) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Aba Muhammad al-Faz@ari, who heard 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a) saying, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Verily there 
may be a family that is dutiful [to their elders], so their wealth grows, 


even if they are sinful.” 
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(91) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from Sayf ibn ‘Amirah, from Ibn 
Muskan, from Ibrahim ibn Shu‘ayb who said, “I said to Abi ‘Abdillah (a), 
‘Verily my father has become very old and weak, so we carry him [to the 
lavatory] when he needs to relieve himself.’ He said, ‘If you can continue 
doing that [yourself] then do so, and feed him morsels with your own 


my 


hand, for that will be a shield for you tomorrow [from the Fire]. 
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(92) Fadalah narrated from Sayf ibn ‘Amirah, from Muhammad ibn 
Marwan, from Hakam ibn al-Husayn, from ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) who 
said, “A man came to the Prophet (s) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
there is no ugly action but that I have performed it; is there any 
possibility of repentance for me?’ The Messenger of Allah (s) replied, 
‘Are any of your parents alive?’ He said, ‘My father.’ He (s) said, ‘Then 
go and be kind to him.’ So when he had left, the Messenger of Allah (s) 


pp” 


commented, ‘If only it was his mother [who was alive] 
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(93) Fadalah narrated from Sayf ibn ‘Amirah, from Abi al-Sabbah, from 
Jabir who said, “I heard a man saying to Abi ‘Abdillah (a), ‘Verily I have 
parents who are against us (the Shi‘ah).’ He said to him, ‘Be kind to them 
the way you are kind to the Muslims who have love for us.” 
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(94) Fadalah narrated from Sayf, from Abii al-Sabbah, from Jabir, from 
al-Wassafi, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “Charity given secretly 
extinguishes the Lord’s wrath, and being kind to parents and keeping 


ties with near relatives increases lifespans.” 
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(95) ‘Aliibn Isma‘il al-Mithami narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Talhah who 
said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah say, ‘A man once came to the Prophet (s) and 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, I have a family with whom I had been 
keeping ties, yet they would hurt me, so now I want to repudiate them.” 
So the Messenger of Allah (s) said to him, “In that case Allah will 
repudiate all of you together!” He asked, “Then what should I do?” He 
(s) replied, “Give to the one who deprives you, establish ties with the 
one who cuts you off, and forgive the one who wrongs you. If you do 
that, Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, will be your succorer.””” ‘Abdullah 
ibn Talhah said, “I asked Abi ‘Abdillah (a), ‘What is a succorer?’ He said, 
‘A helper.” 
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(96) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Malik ibn ‘Atiyyah, from 
Yinus ibn ‘Affan, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “On the Day of 
Judgment, the first of the parts of the body to speak will be the womb. 
It will say, ‘O Lord, whoever kept my ties in the world, establish this day 
ties between Yourself and him, and whoever severed my ties in the 


world, sever the ties between Yourself and him today.” 
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(97) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Zur‘ah, from Abi Basir who said, 
“T heard Aba ‘Abdillah say, ‘Verily the womb, suspended from the 
[Divine] Throne, will call out on the Day of Judgment, “O Allah, keep ties 
with the one who kept my ties and cut off the one who severed my ties.” 
I asked, ‘Is this [in reference to] the womb [relations] of the Messenger 
of Allah (s)?’ He replied, ‘Rather, the womb [relations] of the Messenger 
of Allah is one of them.’ He also said, ‘Verily the womb will come on the 
Day of Judgment in the form of a rotating object, which is [akin to] a 
spindle, so whoever comes to it having established its ties, it will spread 
light out for him until he enters Paradise, but whoever comes to it 


having severed its ties, it constricts him until it casts him into the Fire.” 
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(98) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Abi Hamzah, 
from Yahya ibn Umm al-Tawil who said, “Amir al-Mu’minin (a) once 
gave asermon to the people in which he praised Allah and glorified Him, 
then said, ‘Even if a man is wealthy and has many children, he is never 
needless of his tribe and of their fellowship, respect, and their support 
of him with their hands and tongues. They are the greatest people in 
their defense of him in his absence, and the most important 
[supporters] for his affairs, and those who have the most sympathy for 
him when he is afflicted by some calamity or some mishap befalls him. 
Whoever withdraws his hand from his tribe, it is only a single hand he 
withdraws from them while many hands are [thereby] withdrawn from 


him. 


Yet the one who offers pure and true affection to his tribe, and extends 
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his hand to do good to them [and aid them financially] when possible, 
in order to please Allah, Allah compensates him for what he spends in 
this world and multiplies his reward in the Hereafter. True brothers 
among the people are better than wealth which one consumes and 
bequeaths. Let none of you ever increase in his apathy towards his 
brother, nor replace him with another when he sees no benefit from 
him, or if he is poor in [terms of material] wealth. Let none of you 
neglect [or abandon] any of the near of kin whom he finds to be in need, 
without fulfilling his need with that which would neither harm him if 
he spent it nor benefit him if he withheld it.” 
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(99) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Abd al-Samad ibn Bashir, from Mu‘awiyah 
who said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said to me, ‘Verily keeping ties with near 
relatives makes the accounting easier on the Day of Judgment. Then he 
recited [the verse]: They maintain the ties that Allah has ordered to be 


maintained, stand in awe of their Lord, and fear the harshness of [strict] 
reckoning (Q13:21).’” 
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(100) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Abd al-Samad ibn Hilal, from a man 


among our companions who said, “I said to Abii ‘Abdillah (a), ‘Verily the 
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family of so-and-so are dutiful [and kind] towards each other and 
maintain familial ties with each other.’ He said, ‘Then they will grow [in 
numbers] and their wealth will grow. And they shall continue in this 
way unless they sever ties with each other. If they do that, it shall break 


away from them.” 
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(101) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Walid al- 
Wassafi, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “Kindness [to parents] increases 


one’s lifespan and charity given secretly calms the Lord’s wrath.” 
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(102) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from his father who attributed 
it [to a higher authority] and said, “Misa ibn ‘Imr4n (a) saw a man under 
the shade of the [Divine] Throne so he asked, ‘O Lord, who is this person 
whom You have brought so close that You have placed him under the 
shade of Your Throne?’ Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said, ‘O Misa, 
this person was never undutiful to his parents, nor did he ever envy the 
people for what Allah had given them of His favors.’ He asked, ‘O Lord, 


are there any among Your creation who are undutiful to their parents?’ 
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He replied, ‘The undutiful ones are not [counted as] theirs.’”” 
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(103) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from his father, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “If Allah knew [human beings capable of using] 
anything less than ‘uff [against their parents], He would have forbidden 
it, and that is the smallest form of undutifulness. Another form of 
undutifulness is for a man to look at his parents with a stern [and angry] 


stare.” 
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(104) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from his father, who attributed 
it to the Messenger of Allah (s) that he said, “Should I not guide you to 
the best of moral traits of this world and the Hereafter?” They (the 
companions) said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah!” He said, “Whoever 
establishes ties with the one who cuts him off, gives to the one who 
deprives him, and forgives the one who wrongs him. And whoever 


would be pleased to get a longer life and have his sustenance increased, 


° In another version of this tradition recorded in later sources, the last phrase reads: 
“they are undutiful towards them by causing them endure [humiliation and] verbal 
abuse [from others due to their behavior].” 
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then let him be mindful of Allah and keep ties with his near relatives.” 
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(105) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Jamil ibn Darraj who 
said, “I asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about the verse wherein Allah, the 
Blessed and Exalted, says: Be mindful of Allah, in Whose name you appeal to 
one another, and [honor] your family ties... (Q4:1). He said, “[It refers to] the 
kinship ties of the people. Verily Allah has commanded that they should 
be maintained and He gave that great importance. Do you not see that 


He placed it alongside Himself [when He mentioned it in the verse]?” 
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(106) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Malik ibn ‘Atiyyah, from Abi 
‘Ubaydah, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “In the book of ‘Ali, Amir al- 
Mu’minin, (a) [we find the following]: There are three traits whose 
possessor never dies until he has seen their evil consequences: 
aggression, severing ties with near relatives, and giving false testimony 


under oath, by which He proceeds to fight against Allah. Indeed the act 


of obedience that brings the quickest reward is keeping ties with near 
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relatives. A community may be sinners but they keep ties with each 
other and [as a result] their wealth grows and they thrive. Verily 
[giving] false oaths and severing ties with near relatives ruins abodes, 
turning them into wastelands for their inhabitants, and removes mercy 
- and verily in the removal of mercy lies the severance of one’s 


lineage.”*° 
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(107) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hisham ibn Salim, from 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A man came to the Prophet (s) and asked, 
‘O Messenger of Allah, whom should I be kind to?’ He said, ‘Your 
mother.’ He asked, ‘Then who?’ He (s) said, ‘Your mother.’ He asked, 
‘Then who?’ He said, ‘Your father.” 
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(108) One of our companions narrated from Hanan ibn Sadir, from 


Hakam al-Khayyat, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said to him, “Can a son 


°° In most of the other sources that quote this narration, the word rahim (meaning near 
relatives) is used instead of rahmah (mercy). In that case, the translation of the last 
phrase would be: ... and uproots one’s relationships, and verily in the uprooting of one’s 
relationships lies the severance of one’s lineage. 

1 In most of the other sources, the third answer is also “Your mother” and then the 
fourth time he is told to be kind to his father. 
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recompense his father?” He said, “No, except in two cases: he finds him 
enslaved so he buys him and emancipates him, or he is indebted so he 
pays off his debt.” 
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(109) Hanan narrated from his father, from Abii Ja‘far (a) whom he 
heard saying “A man came to Abi Dharr and gave him good news of his 
sheep that had given birth. He said, ‘O Aba Dharr, I bring glad tidings 
that your sheep have reproduced and increased in number!’ He said, ‘I 
am not pleased by their increase in number and I do not like that. The 
few of them that are sufficient are more beloved to me than many that 
distract [me]. Verily I heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say, “On the two 
sides of the path (sirat) on the Day of Judgment will be the near of kin 
and the trusts, so when one who kept ties with the near of kin and 
returned the trusts passes by them, he will not be thrown by them into 
the Fire.”” 
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(110) One of our companions narrated from Hanan, from ‘Abd al- 


Rahman ibn Sulayman, from ‘Amr ibn Sahl, from Ruwat who said, “I 
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heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say, ‘Verily keeping ties with near 
relatives is a means of augmenting wealth, it [also] enhances love 


among the family, and postpones death.” 
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(111) One of our companions narrated from Hanan who said, “Ibn 
Muskan narrated to us from another man, that they were in the house 
of Abii ‘Abdillah (a) and Muyassir was among them. They spoke about 
the subject of keeping ties with near kinsfolk, so Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said, 
‘O Muyassir, your death had arrived on more than one occasion, but 
each time it was postponed for you by Allah due to your keeping ties 


with your near relatives.” 
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(112) Al-Hasan narrated from ‘Ali, from Abii al-Hasan (a) whom he heard 
saying, “It may be that thirty years remain for a man to live, but he 
regularly keeps ties with his close kinsfolk and with his near relatives, 
so Allah increases it to thirty-three years. And it may be that thirty- 


three years remain of his life, but he is undutiful towards his close 


kinsfolk and cuts off ties with his near relatives, so Allah reduces it to 


KINDNESS TO PARENTS, RELATIVES AND KIN 


9932 


thirty years. 


» Tn other sources that mention this tradition, it is three years that remain and are 
increased to thirty-three because of keeping ties with near relatives. Conversely, if 
thirty-three years remain of his life and he cuts off ties with near relatives, it is reduced 
to three years. 
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Chapter Six: The Rights of Neighbors 
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(113) Al-Hasan ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated to 
us from Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Ammar, from ‘Amr ibn ‘Ikrimah who said, ‘I 
went to visit Abii ‘Abdillah (a) and said to him, “I have a neighbor who 
disturbs me.” He said, “Have mercy on him.” I said, “May Allah not show 
him mercy!” So he turned his face away from me, but I disliked to leave 
him [in that state] so I said, “He does such-and-such to me and disturbs 
me.” So he said, “Do you think that if you expose him you will have 


avenged yourself from him?” I said, “Yes, I will have gotten back at 
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him.”” He said, “Verily that is like the case of one who is envious of 
people for the bounty Allah has granted them (Q4:54), when he sees a 
blessing bestowed on someone and he has a family, he causes trouble 
for them, and if he does not have a family, he causes trouble for his 
servant, and if he has no servants, he spends sleepless nights and is full 


of anger during the daytime. 


A man from the Ansar came to the Messenger of Allah (s) and said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, I bought a house among the tribe of so-and-so, and 
my closest neighbor among them is one from whom I expect no good 
and from whose evil I am unsafe.’ So the Messenger of Allah (s) 
instructed ‘Ali, Salman, Abi Dharr and one more person whom I have 
forgotten - perhaps it was al-Miqdad - telling them to call out in the 
mosque, in their loudest voices, that one whose neighbor is not safe 
from his harm has no faith. So they announced this thrice. Then he gave 
instructions so it was announced that each of the forty houses in front 
of one’s house, behind it, on its right side, and on its left side are counted 


dIdIND 


as one’s neighbors. 
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(114) Muhammad ibn al-Husayn narrated from Muhammad ibn al- 
Fudayl, from Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar who said, “Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘The 
Messenger of Allah (s) said, “I seek Allah’s protection from a bad 


neighbor in a residential abode - his eyes watch you and his heart 


scrutinizes you. If he sees you [happy and] well, it upsets him and if he 


* Or [if read differently]: Yes, that is what he deserves. (Tr). 
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sees you in trouble, it pleases him. 
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(115) ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad narrated from ‘Ali ibn Ishaq, from 


Ibrahim ibn Abi Raja who said, “Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Being a good 
neighbor leads to increase in [one’s] sustenance.” 


REGARDING SLAVES 


Chapter Seven: What has come in Reference to Slaves 
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(116) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Al-Qasim ibn ‘Ali narrated to 
us from Abi Basir, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, ‘My father once struck 
his servant boy with a single whip. He had sent him on an errand but he 
delayed [in doing what was required]. So the servant boy cried and said, 
‘Allah! O ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, you send me on an errand and then strike 
me?!’ So my father began to cry and said [to me], ‘O my son, go to the 
grave of the Messenger of Allah (s) and offer two rak‘ahs of prayer, and 
then say, “O Allah, forgive ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn for his mistake on the Day 
of Judgment.”’ Then he told the servant boy, ‘Go, for you are free in the 
way of Allah!’” Abu Basir said, “I asked him, ‘May I be your ransom! Was 
the emancipation [of his servant] an expiation for the sin?’ But he 


remained silent.” 
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(117) Fadalah narrated from Dawid ibn Fargad who said, “I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘[It is written] in the book of the Messenger of Allah 
(s)**: When you employ what your right hand possesses” for something 
that is difficult for them, then work with them [and assist them] in it.’ 
He [also] said, ‘Verily my father would instruct them saying, “Stay as 
you are [and wait for me],” then he would come and see [the work]. If it 
was heavy [and difficult], he would say bismillah and then he would [join 
them and] work with them, but if it was light, he would leave them [to 


my 


do it themselves]. 


HE he cal ope tol oil ls oe solate Gu OUT ge MLA 11 
a5 Wed 13] BBB pes tie lle Lg I Ole oe fone ol 
64g Coy EL te Ae Mig soy ities Cal g Uahealled pass AS 

wy, BS slay S85 GS ify Se abl be 


(118) Fadalah narrated from Aban ibn ‘Uthman, from Ziyad ibn Abi 
Raja’, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a); and from Abii Sakhl, from Salman who 
said, “I was once sitting in the presence of the Messenger of Allah (s) 


when a man came to him and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, [what do you 


** Some have understood the ‘book of the Messenger of Allah (s)’ to be a reference to the 
‘book of ‘Ali (a)’ (kitabu ‘Ali) since this was the book that had been dictated to Amir al- 
Mw’minin by Rasilullah (Cf. al-Majlisi, Mir’at al-Uqil, vol. 11, p. 74). However, some have 
taken it to refer to one of the letters of the Prophet (s). The former meaning seems more 
likely. 

* This phrase refers to slaves that one owns, and though it is not applicable in the world 
today, the advice may also apply to one’s employees or paid housemaids, for example. 
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say about] the slave?’ So the Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘He has been 
tested by you and you have been tested by him, so that Allah, the Mighty 


and Majestic, may see how grateful you are and how patient he is.” 
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(119) Fadalah narrated from Aban, from ‘Abdullah ibn Talhah, from Abii 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A man from the Bani Fahd [once] passed by the 
Messenger of Allah (s) as he was beating a slave of his, and the slave was 
crying out, ‘I seek refuge with Allah!’ yet the man did not desist from 
[beating] him. When the slave saw the Messenger of Allah (s), he said, ‘I 
seek refuge with Muhammad)’ so the man stopped beating him. [Seeing 
this,] the Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘He seeks refuge with Allah but you 
do not leave him, yet when he seeks refuge with Muhammad you leave 
him? This is while one who seeks refuge with Allah is more deserving of 
being pardoned than [one who seeks refuge with] Muhammad!’ So the 
man [felt remorse and] said, ‘He is free for the sake of Allah!’ The 
Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘By the One who sent me as a Prophet with 
truth, if you had not done so, your face would have fallen into the heat 
of the Fire.” 
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(120) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali said, “I heard Aba al-Hasan (a) say, ‘‘Ali ibn al- 
Husayn (a) struck a slave [of his], then he entered his house and came 
out with a whip. He then took off his shirt and said to him, ‘Whip ‘Ali 


ibn al-Husayn [for his having struck you]!’ but the servant refused, so 


1936 


he gave him fifty dinars. 


°° The different reports that mention Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (a) striking his slave to 
punish him for something and what transpired thereafter are lesson-giving for his 
followers. It is obvious that an infallible Imam would not harm or oppress his slave, or 
anyone else for that matter. Nevertheless, Imam al-Sajjad (a) was especially known for 
training many slaves and then setting them free. It is likely that this was an instance of 
the training and discipline that the slaves underwent before being manumitted. (Tr). 
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Chapter Eight: What has come in Reference to this World and 
One who Seeks it 
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(121) Al-Husayn ibn Sa%d narrated to us, “Muhammad ibn Sinan 
narrated to us from Talhah ibn Zayd, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) whom he 
heard saying, ‘The example of this world is like a snake, it is soft to the 
touch yet within it lies a lethal poison. The wise person is cautious of it, 


my 


yet children are inclined to touch it with their hands. 
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(122) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Farqad, from Abii 
Kahmash, from ‘Abd al-Mu’min al-Ansari, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Be ashamed in front of Allah with true 
shame.’ Someone asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, who is [considered to be] 
ashamed in front of Allah with true shame [and how can this be 
achieved]?’ He (s) said, ‘Whoever wants to be ashamed in front of Allah 


with true shame, let him always keep his death before his eyes, be 
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abstemious in this world and [uninterested in] its embellishments, 
protect the head and all that it perceives [of sight, sound, taste, and 
thought] as well as the stomach and all that it digests [from that which 
is forbidden], and [let him] never forget the graves and the decrepit 


my 


ruins [which show that this world is evanescent]. 
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(123) Fadalah narrated from Dawid ibn Fargad who said, “I told Aba 
‘Abdillah (a), ‘By your right,” this world and what it contains does not 
please me.’ He said, ‘Fie upon this world and what it contains! And what 
is it O Dawid? Is it anything other than two pieces of cloth and that 
which fills your belly?” 
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(124) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from Sama‘ah who said, “I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Remain patient in obeying Allah, and remain patient 


in keeping away from disobeying Allah, for indeed this world is short- 
lived; that which has passed from it is [such that you find neither joy 


*7 Another version of this tradition in a later source reads: ‘...by your love (bihubbikum)’ 
instead. 
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nor sorrow for it now, while that which has not yet come is]* unknown 
to you, so remain patient in the present moment that you are in, and it 


my 


will be as though you have been granted [its reward]. 
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(125) Al-Nadr narrated from Durust, from Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar, from 
Muyassir, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “When the following verse was 
revealed: Do not gaze longingly at what We have given some of them to enjoy, 
the [fleeting] finery of this worldly life... (Q20:131), the Messenger of Allah 
(s) sat up straight and then said, ‘Whoever does not take solace with the 
consolation of Allah will overwhelm himself with [sorrow and] regret 
for [what he has lost of] this world; and whoever follows with his gaze 
that which is in the possession of others, his sadness will be prolonged 
and his anger will never subside; and whoever does not recognize the 
blessing of Allah upon him except in his food or drink, his action will 


fall short and his chastisement will be near.” 
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*® The section in square brackets is found in other versions of this tradition. 
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(126) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid, 
from Ishaq ibn Ghalib who said, “Abt ‘Abdillah (a) said to me, ‘O Ishaq, 
how many [people] do you think the following verse refers to: If they are 


given some of it they are pleased, but if they are not given from it they get 
enraged (Q9:58)?’ Then he said to me, ‘They are more than two-thirds of 


my 


the people. 
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(127) Al-Nadr narrated from Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid, from Ishaq ibn 
Ghalib who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) speaking about the following 
verse: Were it not that people might have become a single nation [of 
disbelievers], We would have given all those who disbelieve in the 
Compassionate [Lord] houses with roofs of silver, and sweeping stairways to 


ascend (Q43:33). He (a) said, ‘If He did so all the people would be 
disbelievers.”” 
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(128) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from Sa‘d ibn Tarif, from Asbagh 
ibn Nubatah who said, “I was seated with Amir al-Mu’minin (a) when a 
man came to him and complained about the world and spoke ill of it. So 
Amir al-Mu’minin (a) told him, ‘Verily this world is an abode of truth 
for the one who is veracious with it, an abode of riches for the one who 
takes provisions from it [for the Hereafter], and an abode of 
consequence for those who comprehenzd it. It is the place of prostration 
by those who love Allah, the place where the revelation of Allah 
descended, where His angels pray [and send salutations], where His 
friends conduct trade [for the Hereafter] in which they earn Paradise 
and profit from [Divine] mercy. So why do you criticize it when parting 
from it has been announced and the call to separate from it has been 
made, and it has informed [everyone] of its own death and the death of 
its inhabitants? 


Through its trial it exemplifies the trial [of the Hereafter] and through 
its delight it exemplifies the delight [of Paradise]. It departs with 
tragedy and arrives with wellbeing, as a warning, an enticement, and a 


frightening alarm. Hence, some people criticized it after their regret 
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and others praised it. It reminded them, so they remembered and it 
spoke to them, so they accepted [its speech]. So O you who are 
criticizing this world while being besot by its delusions, when did the 
world elicit your dispraise and [how did it] deceive you? Was it by the 
abodes of your forefathers within the earth or the tombs of your 
mothers in the decrepit ruins? How many a sick person did you tend to 
yourself and care for by your own hands? You would seek out a cure for 
him and consult physicians, yet neither did your concern benefit you, 
nor did you achieve what you sought. Through him, the world 
demonstrated to you your own reality, and by his demise, your own 
[eventual] demise. So it behooves you that your tears should never end, 


as you have realized that your loved ones cannot benefit you.” 
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(129) ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mughirah narrated from Talhah ibn Zayd, from 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “This world appeared to ‘Isa (a) in the form 
of a blue-eyed woman. He asked her, ‘How many have you married?’ She 
said, ‘Many.’ He asked, ‘Did you divorce them all?’ She said, ‘Rather, I 
killed them all!’ He said, ‘Then woe to your remaining spouses! How can 
they not take lesson from those who have passed?” Abii ‘Abdillah (a) 
[then] said, “The example of this world is like the salty sea - every time 


a thirsty person drinks from it, it increases his thirst, until it kills him.” 
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(130) ‘Abdullah ibn Mughirah narrated from Isma‘il ibn Abi Zayd who 
attributed the statement to Amir al-Mu’minin (a) that when he was 
asked, “What is detachment (al-zuhd) from the world?” He said, “[It 
pertains to] what is forbidden thereof - so restrain yourself from it and 


shun it.” 
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(131) Fadalah narrated from Aban ibn ‘Uthman, from Salamah ibn Abi 
Hafs, from Abu ‘Abdillah, from his father (a), from Jabir who said, “The 
Messenger of Allah (s) passed by the market and approached [one of the 
shops] seeking to buy some perfume, while the people had surrounded 
him. Then he passed by a dead goat with its ears cut, lying in a rubbish 


heap, so he took hold of it by its [severed] ear and asked, ‘Who among 
you would want to buy this for a dirham?’ They said, ‘We would not like 


*» This report is found in many other sources with slight variance in wording. It is aimed 
at dismissing the idea that zuhd entails keeping away from the things that Allah has 
permitted of this world, such as marriage, trade, etc. which some believers sought to 
abandon under the guise of asceticism. 
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to buy this for any amount - what would we do with it?’ He said, ‘Would 
you not like to possess it?’ They said, ‘No!’ He (s) repeated that 
[question] thrice, so they said, ‘By Allah, even if it were alive it would be 
flawed, so how about now when it is dead!’ The Messenger of Allah (s) 
said, ‘Verily the [material] world is less valuable to Allah than this [dead 


goat] is to you.” 
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(132) Fadalah narrates from Aban, from Ziyad ibn Abi Raja’, from Abia 
Hisham, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Whoever starts his day with 
the world as his greatest concern [and objective], Allah will scatter his 
affair and his poverty will be [seen] in front of him, and nothing of this 
world will come to him except that which has been destined for him. 
But whoever’s greatest concern is the Hereafter, Allah will remove his 


constraints for him and gather his affair, and this world will come to 


him in [complete] submission.” 
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(133) Hammad ibn ‘isa narrated from al-Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar, from 
Ismail ibn Abi Hamzah who said, “Jabir narrated to me saying, ‘Abi 
Ja‘far (a) said to me, ‘O Jabir, take this world as you would a place where 
you have arrived and then wish to depart from on the very same day, or 
as wealth that you have earned in your dream and when you awake 
there is nothing of it in your hand. And when you are at a funeral, then 
be as though it is you who is being carried [to your grave] and as though 
you are the one who is asking his Lord to send him back to the world so 
that you may work [and perform the deeds] like those who are living, 
for indeed to the learned, this world is like the shadow [that soon 


passes].” 
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(134) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan who said, 
“T hear Abi ‘Abdillah (a) saying, ‘A man came to visit the Prophet (s) 
while he was sitting on a mat which had left marks on his body, and a 
pillow made of palm fibers which had left a mark on his cheek. So he 
began wiping [his blessed face] saying, “Chosroes and Caesar would 


never be pleased with such [for themselves]. They sleep on silk and 


brocade while you are on this mat!” So the Messenger of Allah (s) said, 
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“T am surely better than both of them by Allah, I am surely more noble 
than them both by Allah! What do I have to do with this world? Indeed 
the example of this world is but like a man who rides past a tree that has 
a shadow, so he takes shade under it. When the shadow recedes, he 


v9 


departs and leaves it. 
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(135) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Abi Sayyar, from Marwan, 
from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) said to me, ‘It 
has never happened that two matters, one for this world and the other 
for the Hereafter, were presented before me and I prioritized the 
[matter of] this world but that I saw what I disliked before the end of the 
day.” Then Abi ‘Abdillah (a) said regarding the Bani Umayyah, “They 
have been preferring [and prioritizing] this world over the Hereafter for 


1940 


the past eighty years, yet they do not see anything that they dislike. 
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(136) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Ali al-Ahmas, from the 


one who informed him of it, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who used to say, “How 


*° This is in all likelihood a reference to istidraj, where respite is given to evildoers so 
that they can sink further into perdition through their evil. 
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good a helper this world is for the Hereafter [if it is approached 


correctly].” 
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(137) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali said, “I heard Aba al-Hasan (a) say, ‘[One of the 
things] that ‘Isa (a) said to the disciples was, “Do not grieve over what 


you have missed of this world of yours, just as the people of this world 


do not grieve over what they have missed from their Hereafter when 


yO 


they acquire their worldly objectives. 
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(138) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hisham ibn Salim, from 
Abii Ya‘qib who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily we love this 
world yet it is actually better for it not to be granted to us, and nothing 


from it is granted to anyone but that his share is thereby reduced in the 
Hereafter.” 
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(139) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Asim, from Abi Basir, from 
Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘An angel came 
and told me, “O Muhammad, your Lord sends you greetings and says to 
you: If you wish, I will turn the plains of Makkah into nuggets of gold 
[for you].”” So the Prophet (s) raised his head to the sky and said, ‘O Lord, 
I am sated one day so I praise You, and I am hungry another day so I 


my 


implore You [and that is enough for me]. 
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(140) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hisham ibn Salim, from al-Yamani 
who said, “I heard ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) say, ‘How truly amazing it is 
that one works for the perishing abode yet abandons the [permanent] 
abode of the Hereafter.” 
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Chapter Nine: The Two Angels and what they Record 
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(141) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr 
narrated to us from Muhammad ibn Humran, from Zurarah who said, “I 
heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘There is no person but that with him are 
two angels who write whatever he utters, then they send that up to two 
[other] angels above them who record what was good or evil from it, 


my 


and cast aside anything other than that. 
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(142) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Amr ibn Shimr, from Jabir, 
from Abii Ja‘far (a) saying, “I (jabir) asked him (the Imam) about the 
position of the two angels in relation to the human being, so he said, 
‘One is here and the other is here,’ meaning on the two sides of his 


mouth.” 
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(143) Hammad narrated from Hariz, and Ibrahim ibn ‘Amr, from 
Zurarah, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “The two angels do not write 


anything other than what the servant speaks.” 
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(144) Hammad narrated from Hariz, from Zurarah, from one of the two 
(al-Bagir or al-Sadiq) (a) who said, “The angel does not write down 
except that which he hears. Allah, to Whom belong might and majesty, 
said: Remember your Lord inwardly, in humility and awe... (Q7:205). Indeed, 
no one knows the reward of that remembrance within the heart of a 
servant other than Allah, the Exalted.” 
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(145) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Husayn ibn Misa, from Abi 
Hamzah, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “Verily there is an angel in the 
air called Isma‘l who leads three hundred thousand angels, each of 
whom leads another hundred thousand angels. They count [and record] 
the actions of the servants, and when a new year begins, Allah sends to 
them an angel called al-Sijill who gathers [all] that from them. This is 


what is referred to in the verse wherein Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, 


THE TWO ANGELS AND WHAT THEY RECORD 


says: On the Day we will roll up the sky as al-Sijill rolls up his scrolls [of recorded 
deeds] (Q21:104),”*" 
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(146) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Asim ibn Hamid, from Abi 
Basir, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said regarding the verse in which 
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: As the two receivers receive, [one] 
sitting to the right and [the other] to the left (Q50:17), “They are the two 
angels [who record the deeds].” [Then the narrator said,] “And I asked 
him about the verse wherein Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: Here 
is what is ready with me [of the record] (Q50:23), so he said, ‘It is the angel 
who preserves [and records] his deeds for him.’ And I asked him about 
the verse wherein Allah, to Whom belong might and majesty, says: His 
[evil] companion will say, ‘Our Lord, I did not make him transgress...’ (Q50:27), 


and he said, ‘He (the evil companion) is Satan.” 
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(147) Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Amr ibn Shimr, from Jabir, 


from Abii Ja‘far (a) whom he asked about the glance of the Angel of 


“ This translation is based on the meaning mentioned in the tradition. 
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Death, so he said “When you see a group of people sitting together and 
then they are suddenly afflicted by [temporary] speechlessness, so none 
of them says anything, that is the moment in which the Angel of Death 


glances at them.” 


HUMILITY AND ARROGANCE [EES 


Chapter Ten: Humility and Arrogance 
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(148) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr 
narrated to us from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Hajjaj who said, ‘I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) say, “The Messenger of Allah opened his fast on a Thursday 
night at Masjid Quba. He asked, ‘Is there anything to drink?’ So Aws ibn 
Khawlah al-Ansari brought him a cup of buttermilk [mixed] with honey. 
When he placed it on his lips [and took a sip], he set it aside and then 
said, ‘Two drinks [in one] while any of them would suffice on its own. I 
will not drink it, but I do not forbid it. Rather, I humble myself before 
Allah, for indeed whoever humbles himself before Allah is elevated by 
Allah, and whoever is arrogant is abased by Allah. Whoever is moderate 
in his lifestyle is granted [an increase in] sustenance by Allah, but 
whoever is wasteful [and extravagant] is deprived by Allah. And 


whoever remembers Allah often is loved by Allah.” 
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(149) ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan narrated from ‘Ali ibn Shajarah, from his uncle 
Bashir, from Abii Ja‘far who said, “The Prophet (s) once passed by a 
dark-skinned lady picking up manure or camel dung from the ground, 
so the Muslims [who were there] said, ‘Make way for the Messenger of 
Allah!’ The lady said, ‘The path is wide enough [for him to pass].’ So the 
Messenger of Allah (s) said to them, ‘Leave her alone, for she is 


my 


insolent. 
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(150) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from ‘Ali ibn R?ab, from Abi 
‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdha’, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “On the day of the 
conquest of Makkah, the Messenger of Allah (s) stood up among the 
people and gave a sermon. He praised Allah and glorified Him, then he 
said, ‘O People, let the one who is present convey [this message] to the 
one who is absent: Verily Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has removed 
from you, through Islam, the haughtiness of the Age of Ignorance and 
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the mutual boasting about forefathers and clans [that was prevalent] in 
it. O people, verily you are [all] from Adam and Adam was [created] from 
clay. Behold, verily the best of you in the sight of Allah and the noblest 
of you before Him on this day are those who are most Godwary and most 
submissive to Him. Know that being Arab is not [defined] through 
parentage; rather, it is a language that is spoken. So whoever is reviled 
among you [for being of a different race] and knows that it (his faith) 
will make him attain the pleasure of Allah, that is sufficient for him. 
Know that verily all the blood [that was shed], or the injustice [suffered], 
or the malice [borne] during the Age of Ignorance will remain under my 
feet [discarded henceforth] until the Day of Judgment.” 


SL oyhy5 Cpe LD CR Cpeely (ee CR Cell pe ee Cp pel -101 
Sly col pF due Sy ale due gare poll fool pe Ae ee Ul eas 
(151) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from al-Hasan ibn Misa, and al- 
Hasan ibn Ri?ab from Zurarah who said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, ‘The 
background of a person is his religion, his status is his character, and his 


nobility is his Godwariness; verily all people are from Adam, with the 


same origin.” 


ets La JL Aa ah oe al pe OLE ply pe Ob Lee NOY 
) ’ + ey wae & ‘ 

rh chy SS es ed pty PL ee Ley etl le Ce 
Sh CS Le ALLS Ug te CS) SLL! Lie anced aj Le by SLY 


‘ees (8 Les LU] SL S455 Ae by Atl pS ody ULSI lee nb 3 


101 


102 


DETACHMENT FROM THIS WORLD 


SS ee ee see 8 ey al SO Lay ade abl ail Gs 
Vince Shite cpl i oka ald oo cele ay 9 Sy esl sll fee due ot 


s s s s \ cs ANS 
6p lay Sar abl St of Cool Guy fal US che alo abl us 


(152) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Bistam al-Zayyat, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “When Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib returned from 
Abyssinia, he said to the Messenger of Allah (s), ‘Should I tell you about 
something that happened, O Messenger of Allah? I went to visit al- 
Najashi one day and found that he was neither seated on his royal 
throne nor was he dressed in his kingly attire, and he appeared different 
that he normally would. So I greeted him the way kings are greeted and 
said to him, “O king, why is it that I see you seated in a different place, 
dressed in different apparel, and having an altered appearance?” He 
replied, “Verily we find in the Gospels: whoever is given a blessing by 
Allah, let him show gratitude to Allah [for that blessing]. We also find in 
the Gospels: there is no form of gratitude to Allah which is comparable 
to humility. And verily I have received word on this night that my 
cousin Muhammad (s) has been granted victory by Allah over the 
polytheists at Badr, so I wanted to thank Allah, the Exalted, in the way 
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that you see. 
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(153) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from the one who informed him, 
from Abi Basir who said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, ‘Verily divine 
revelation was withheld from Misa ibn ‘Imran (a) for thirty days, so he 
ascended a mountain in al-Sham which was called Ariha, and said, ‘O 
Lord, why have You withheld Your revelation and Your communication 
from me? Have I sinned in any way? Then here I am before You so 
punish me as You please! And if You have withheld Your revelation and 
communication from me due to the sins of the Bani Isra’il, then Your 
forgiveness is pre-eternal!’ So Allah revealed to him saying, ‘O Misa, do 
you know why I chose you for My revelation and communication among 
My creation?’ ‘I do not know that, O Lord,’ he replied. He said, ‘O Misa, 
Iexamined My creation, inspecting them, but did not see anyone among 
them as intensely humble as you. That is why I chose you for My 
revelation and communication among My creation.” He (the Imam) 
said, “When Misa (a) used to pray, he did not turn aside [from his 
prayers] until he placed his right cheek on the earth and [then] his left 
cheek upon the earth [in humility before Allah].” 
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(154) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Ibn Sinan, from Abi ‘Abdillah 
(a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘I do not like an old man 
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who is ignorant, nor a rich man who is oppressive, nor a poor man who 


is vain.” 
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(155) Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated from Sayf ibn ‘Amirah, from ‘Ali ibn 
al-Mughirah, from his brother who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, 
‘The Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Two hungry wolves among a flock of 


sheep that has been separated from their shepherd, one in front of the 


flock and the other behind it, are not more harmful to it than love of 


yO 


wealth and status is [harmful] to the religion of a Muslim. 
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(156) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hammad ibn ‘Isa who said, “I never 
saw Aba ‘Abdillah (a) eat while reclining.” Then he remembered the 


Messenger of Allah (s) and said, “He never ate while reclining until he 


passed away.” 


HE ple AV BSG 5 oe OU oe ole oe ee oo pall “10 
eb 935i Ladaled 8 SS Si LS ai we ay Joy Cr O59 2 HUT 
Lebel 3 gh SI OLS pads Coe ty ge EE IL LLY 


131 cS) ULLS ogo eS Ty Llp pe—noly Lae penal Ld pawl 


HUMILITY AND ARROGANCE 


Apt V] aed! 03 5 pb bel 


(157) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Ali ibn Ri?ab, from Zurarah 
who said, “I told Abi Ja‘far (a), ‘People are narrating that the Messenger 
of Allah (s) said, “The most honorable among you during the Age of 
Ignorance are the most honorable among you in Islam.”” He (a) said, 
‘They have spoken the truth, but it is not as they understand it. The 
most honorable of them during the Age of Ignorance were the most 
generous among them, those who had the best character, were most 
neighborly, and least likely to cause harm [to anyone] - this is the kind 
of person whose acceptance of Islam increased him in nothing but 


goodness.” 
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(158) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Ali ibn Ri’ab, from Zurarah, 


from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) saw a lady in one of 


the ceremonial precincts of Makkah and was impressed by her. He thus 
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proposed to her and married her, and she stayed with him. He had a 
friend among the Ansar who was distressed by his marriage to this 
woman, so he asked about her and was informed that she was from the 
family of Dhi al-Jaddayn from the Bani Shayban in a prestigious 
household among her clan. So he went to ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) and said, 
‘May Allah make me your ransom! Your marriage to this woman was 
continually occupying my thoughts, and I said to myself: ‘Ali ibn al- 
Husayn has married an unknown woman, and this is something that 
people are also saying. So I kept asking about her until I found out who 
she was and came to know that she is from the clan of Shaybaniyyah.’ 
So ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) said to him, ‘I used to consider you to be 
someone with a better judgment than what I now see. Verily Allah sent 
Islam and through it He raised the lowly one, perfected the deficient 
one, and ennobled [the people] from rebuke [and false accusation]. 
Hence, there is no [undue criticism or] blame upon the Muslim; rather, 


the blame is only [for] ignorance.” 
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(159) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Husayn ibn Misa, from 


Zurarah, from one of them (al-Baqir or al-Sadiq) (a) who said, “Ali ibn 


al-Husayn (a) married the slave wife of his late uncle, al-Hasan (a), and 
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got his mother married to his [manumitted] slave.” When ‘Abd al-Malik 
ibn Marwan heard about that, he wrote to him saying, ‘O ‘Ali ibn al- 
Husayn, it seems you do not know your position in the eyes of your 
community and your station among the people! You married a slave 
woman and got your slave married to your mother?!’ So ‘Ali ibn al- 
Husayn wrote back to him, ‘I have [read and] understood your letter, yet 
our exemplar is the Messenger of Allah (s). He married off his own 
cousin Zaynab to his [freed] slave Zayd, and he himself married his slave 
maiden Safiyyah bint Hayy ibn Akhtab.” 
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(160) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Abi Hamzah al-Thumili, 
from Abii Ja‘far and Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who both said, “Verily Abi Dharr 
reproached a person during the time of the Prophet (s) by disparaging 
his mother and saying, ‘O son of the dark-skinned woman!’ And indeed 
his mother was dark-skinned. So the Messenger of Allah (s) said to him 
[disapprovingly], ‘You reproach him by disparaging his mother, O Aba 
Dharr?!’ So Aba Dharr [was ashamed of what he had done and he] kept 
on wiping his face and head with dust until the Messenger of Allah (s) 


was pleased with him [due to his intense remorse].” 
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“ Tt is worth noting that his mother was also a slave wife (umm walad) of his late father. 
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(161) One of our companions narrated from ‘Ali ibn Shajarah, from his 
uncle Bashir al-Nabbal, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A bedouin 
approached the Prophet (s) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will you 
race me with this camel of yours?’ So he raced him and the bedouin won 
the race. The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘You had all raised it (my 
camel) but Allah liked that He should lower it. Verily the mountains vied 
for the ark of Nuh (a), but al-Jidi was the most humble, so Allah made 
the ark stop at al-Jadi.” 
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(162) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from one of our companions, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “One who has even a [tiny] seed’s weight of pride 


in his heart will not enter Paradise.” 
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(163) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Ammar, from Abia 


‘Abdillah (a) whom he heard saying, “Verily there are two angels in the 


sky who have been placed in charge of [observing] the servants, so 
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whoever humbles himself before Allah is elevated by them and whoever 


is haughty is abased by them.” 
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(164) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Muhammad ibn Abi Hamzah, and 
Husayn ibn ‘Uthman, from Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) 
who said, “Pride is the robe of Allah, so whoever attempts to take Allah’s 


robe from Him, Allah will throw him face-first into the Fire.” 
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(165) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hisham ibn al-Hakam, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a), and Mansir [narrated] from al-Thuméli, from Abi Ja‘far 
(a) who said, “Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) used to say, ‘I would not like to have 
[even] the best of comforts [and wealth] if it entails humiliating myself, 
and I have not swallowed anything that I liked more than the 
suppressed rage for which I do not retaliate against the one who caused 


it my 
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Chapter Eleven: Showing off, Hypocrisy, Self-Admiration, and 
Conceit 
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(166) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad 
narrated to us from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir who said, ‘I heard Aba ‘Abdillah 
(a) say, “A servant who offered prayers [in this world] will be brought 
forward on the Day of Judgment, so he will say, ‘O Lord, I used to pray 
seeking Your pleasure.’ But he will be told, ‘Rather, you used to pray so 
that it would be said: how good his prayer is!’ - ‘Take him to the Fire!’ 
Another servant who fought in battle will be brought forward and he 
will say, ‘O Lord, I used to fight [the enemies] seeking Your pleasure.’ 
But he will be told, ‘Rather, you fought so that it would be said: how 
brave he is!’ - ‘Take him to the Fire!’ Yet another servant, who had 
learnt the Quran, will be brought forward. He will say ‘O Lord, I learnt 
the Qur’an seeking Your good pleasure.’ He will be told, ‘Rather, you 
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learnt the Qur’an so that it would be said: how good is his voice!’ - ‘Take 
him to the Fire!’ A servant who has spent his wealth in charity will also 
be brought forward, and he will say, ‘O Lord, I gave away my wealth 
seeking Your pleasure.’ He will be told, ‘Rather you gave charity so that 


it would be said: how generous he is!’ - ‘Take him to the Fire!” 
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(167) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from ‘Ali ibn Salim who said, “I heard 
Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said, ‘Iam the most 
needless of all who are needless of a partner, so whoever ascribes to Me 
another as a partner in any action he undertakes, I will not accept it 
from him. And I do not accept anything but that which was done only 


my 


for Me exclusively. 
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(168) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Muhammad ibn Sinan, from 
Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “A scholar once 
came to a worshipper and said to him, ‘How is your prayer?’ He replied, 


‘You are asking me about my prayer while I have been worshipping 


Allah since such-and-such a time?’ So he asked him, ‘How is your 
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weeping?’ He replied, ‘Verily I weep until my tears flow [down my face].’ 
So the scholar said to him, ‘Indeed your laughter while you fear Allah is 
better than your weeping while you are self-conceited before Allah! 
Verily the one who is self-conceited due to his actions has none of his 
deeds ascend [to Allah].”” 
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(169) Al-Nadr narrated from Muhammad ibn Sinan, from Misa ibn Bakr, 
from Zurarah, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Prophet Dawid (a) said, 
‘I will surely worship Allah today with such a worship, and will recite 
such a lovely recital, the likes of which I have never done before.’ So he 
entered his prayer niche and did so. When he had completed his prayer, 
he [suddenly] saw a frog in the prayer niche. It said to him, ‘O Dawid, 
are you pleased with yourself today due to your worship and 
recitation?’ ‘Yes,’ he replied. It said, ‘Do not be pleased [or impressed] 
by it, for verily I glorify Allah every night one thousand times, and with 
each glorification of mine three thousand praises branch out. And [at 
times] when I am in the depths of the water and a bird makes a sound 
in the air, I assume that it might be hungry so I come up to the surface 
of the water in order for it to eat me, while having committed no sin [to 


deserve that].’” 
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(170) Al-Hasan ibn Muhammad narrated from Abi Hamzah, from Abi 
Ja‘far (a) whom he heard saying, “Prophet Dawid (a) was once in his 
prayer niche when a small red worm crept by until it came to the place 
of his prostration. Dawid looked at it and said to himself, ‘Why was this 
worm created?’ So Allah inspired it ‘Speak!’ So it said, ‘O Dawid, have 
you heard my sound as I move, or have you noticed my tracks on the 


smooth earth?’ Dawid replied, ‘No.’ So it said, ‘Verily Allah hears my 


crawl, my breathing, and my sound, and He sees the tracks of my 


my 


movement [on the earth], so lower your voice [in humility]. 
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(171) Al-Nadr narrated from Durust, from one of our companions, from 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily Allah sent two angels to the people 
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of a city in order to overturn it upon its inhabitants. When they arrived 
at the city, they found a man supplicating to Allah and beseeching Him. 
So one of them told the other, ‘Do you not see this supplicant?’ He 
replied, ‘I see him, but I will proceed to do as my Lord has commanded 
me.’ ‘I, on the other hand, will not do anything before returning to my 
Lord [and asking about the man],’ said the first angel. So he returned to 
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, and said, ‘My Lord, I went to the city and 
found Your servant so-and-so supplicating to You and beseeching You.’ 
He said, ‘Do as I have commanded you, for indeed that man’s face has 


never changed out of anger for My sake, ever.” 
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(172) Al-Nadr narrated from Muhammad ibn Hashim, from a man [who 
reported it] from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily a group of people 
who believed in Miia (a) said, ‘If we were to go to the army of Fir‘awn 
and join it, we would acquire some of his worldly wealth, and then when 
what we hope for from the arrival of Misa transpires, we will go to him 
[and join him].’ So that is what they did. When Misa and those in his 
company turned to flee [from Fir‘awn], they mounted their horses and 
speedily rode towards Musa, hoping to catch up with him and his 
companions in order to join them. But Allah sent angels who struck the 


faces of their mounts thereby causing them to return towards the army 
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of Fir‘awn. Hence, they were among those who drowned with Fir‘awn.” 
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(173) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Yazid ibn Khalifah who said, 
“T heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Whoever does a deed for [the sake of] 
Allah, his reward is upon Allah, and whoever does a deed for [praise 
from] the people, his reward is upon the people. Verily every act done 


to show off is [a form of] polytheism.” 
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(174) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Fadalah ibn Jamil who 
said, “I asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about the verse wherein Allah, the 
Blessed and Exalted, says: Do not assert your own virtue. He knows best who 
is truly virtuous (Q53:32). So he said, ‘It is when a person says: I prayed 
last night, and I fasted yesterday, and other statements such as these.’ 
Then he (a) said, ‘There were some people who would say in the 
mornings, “We prayed last night and we fasted yesterday,” so ‘Ali (a) 


said, “But as for me, I sleep at night and in the day, and were I to find 
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between them any other time, I would have slept in it as well.””” 
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(175) Ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from Sa‘d al-Iskaf, from Abii Ja‘far (a) 
who said, “There was a worshipper among the Bani Isra’il with whom 
[Prophet] Dawid (a) was impressed, so Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, 
revealed to him, ‘Do not be impressed by anything [you see] from him, 
for verily he is a hypocrite [who is only showing off].’ Then the man 
died, so they came to Dawid and said, ‘The man has died.’ He said to 
them, ‘Bury your companion.’ This caused some discontentment among 
the Bani Isra’il and they said, ‘How could he not attend [this pious man’s 
funeral]?’ After the man had been washed, fifty men stood and bore 
witness, [swearing] by Allah, that they knew nothing but good [about 


him]. After they had prayed over him, another fifty men came forward 


“’ Tt is clear that this response was a subtle way of correcting those who were boasting 
about their worship. This is because the extensive nightly worship of Imam ‘Ali (a) was 
well known among the people. 
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and bore witness, [swearing] by Allah, that they knew of nothing but 
good [about him]. So Allah, the Almighty, revealed to Dawiid (a), ‘What 
prevented you from testifying for so-and-so?’ He said, ‘[I was prevented 
by] what you had informed me of his affair.’ He said, ‘Though he was 
truly such, since a group of rabbis and monks have testified, swearing 
by Me, that they did not know anything but good [about him], I have 
accepted their testimony regarding him and forgiven him despite what 
I know about him.” 
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(176) Muhammad ibn al-Fuday] narrated from Abii al-Hasan al-Rida (a) 
saying, “I had written to him asking him about a [religious] question, so 
he wrote back to me saying, ‘Verily Allah says: Indeed the hypocrites seek 
to deceive Allah but it is He who causes them to be deceived. When they stand 
up for prayer, they do so sluggishly, to be seen by the people, and remember 
Allah only alittle, wavering all the time between this and that, belonging neither 
to one side nor the other. And whoever Allah leaves to stray, you will never find 
for him a way (Q4:142-3). These [people] are not from the progeny of the 
Messenger of Allah, and they are not from the faithful believers, and 
they are not [even] from the Muslims. Rather, they manifest belief 
[outwardly] but hide disbelief and rejection [of faith in their hearts] - 
may Allah curse them.” 
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(177) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from al-Qasim ibn Sulayman, from 
Jarrah al-Mad@ini, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said regarding the verse 
wherein Allah, the Exalted, says: ...and does not associate anyone in the 
worship of his Lord (Q18:110), “It is [a warning to] the servant who 
performs an act of worship without seeking the pleasure of Allah; 
rather, he only seeks the commendation of people [for his piety] 
through which he desires renown. That is the one who associates others 
in the worship of his Lord.” Then he added, “There is no servant who 
hides a good [deed] and days go by, but that Allah manifests good for 
him and there is no servant who hides an evil [deed] and days pass, but 
that Allah will manifest evil for him.” 
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(178) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn al- 
Hajjaj, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily the servant may commit 
a sin and then feel remorse for it, and later [he may] perform a deed by 
which he is pleased such that he becomes remiss and turns away from 
his previous state [of remorse and humility]. Indeed, it would have been 
better for him to remain in that previous state of his, rather than what 


he later entered into.” 
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(179) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Mansir ibn Yiinus, 
from al-Thumali, from one of the two [Imams] (a) who said, “Verily 
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says, ‘Indeed among My servants is one 
who asks Me for [the ability to perform] certain acts of worship so that 
I may love him, but I turn that away from him so that he would not be 
pleased with [himself and] his deed.” 
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(180) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘“Umayr narrated from Mansir ibn Yiinus, 
from al-Thumali, from ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) who said, “The Messenger 
of Allah (s) said, ‘Three things deliver [one to safety] and three things 
destroy.’ They asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what are the things that 
save [a person]?’ He said, ‘Fearing Allah in secret as though you see Him, 
for if you cannot see Him, surely He can see you; exercising justice in 
happiness and anger; and [thirdly,] moderation in [times of] abundance 
and poverty.’ They asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, and what are the 
destroyers?’ He (s) said, ‘Vain desire that is followed, the adoption of 


stinginess, and for a person to be pleased with himself.” 
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(181) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from al-Halabi, from Abii Sa‘id al- 
Mukari, from Abi Basir, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said regarding the verse 
wherein Allah, the Exalted, says: Then they will all be hurled headlong into 
Hell, along with the deviant ones. (Q26:94), “[O Aba Basir], they are a group 
who describe justice with their tongues then contravene it with 


something else [in action].” 
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(182) One of our companions narrated from Hanan ibn Sadir, from 
Muhammad ibn Talhah, from Zurarah, from Abi Ja‘far (a) whom he 
heard saying, “Whichever servant has a handsome appearance along 
with an untainted position, then he humbles himself before Allah, he 
will be among the special [chosen] ones of Allah.” He (the narrator) said, 


“T asked, ‘What is [the meaning of] an untainted position?’ He replied, 


‘He should not have been sullied by debauchery.” 
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SHOWING OFF, HYPOCRISY, SELF-ADMIRATION AND CONCEIT 


(183) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Khazzaz [al-Washsha’] narrated from Abi al- 
Hasan (a) whom he heard saying, “Verily Prophet Ayyib (a) said, ‘O 
Lord, I have never asked You for anything of this world, ever.’ And an 
inkling of self-admiration entered his heart. Then a cloud approached 
him and called out to him, ‘O Ayyib, who enabled you to do this?’ [Thus 
he realized the mistake, and turning to his Lord] he said, ‘You, O Lord!” 
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(184) Muhammad ibn Khalid narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mughirah, 
from Abi Khalid, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Whoever manifests 
for the people what Allah loves and fights against Allah by [doing] what 
He dislikes,” he will meet Allah while He loathes him.” 


“4 Some commentators state that the second phrase means: [whoever] shows (abraza) 
Allah that which He dislikes [of sin and disobedience] ... See: al-Majlisi, Mir°at al-Ugqil, 
vol. 10, p. 111. 
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Chapter Twelve: Repentance, Seeking Forgiveness, Regret, and 
Admission [of Guilt] 
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(185) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated 
to us, from Ibn Sinan, from Hafs who said, ‘I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, 
“There is no believing servant who commits a sin but that Allah delays 
for him [the recording of that sin] for seven hours of the day. If he 
repents [in that time], nothing is recorded against him but if he fails to 
do so, one evil deed is recorded against him.” So ‘Abbad al-Basri came 
to him and said, “We have been informed that you said there is no 
servant who commits a sin but that Allah delays [its recording] for him 
for seven hours of the day?” So he (a) replied, “That is not how I said it. 
Rather, I said: there is no believing servant who commits a sin but that 
Allah delays [its recording] for him for seven hours of his day - that is 


how I said it.”””* 


*’ Meaning that it applies only to believing servants. This correction is quite telling as it 
shows how the Imams (a) used to correct those who did not understand their words or 
conveyed them incorrectly. 


REPENTANCE, REGRET AND ADMISSION OF GUILT 
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(186) Fadalah ibn Ayyub narrated from al-Qasim ibn Burayd al-‘Ijli, from 
Muhammad ibn Muslim who said, “Abii Ja‘far (a) said, ‘It used to be said: 


verily among the most beloved of the servants of Allah to Allah is the 


doer of good who repents often.” 
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(187) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Muhammad ibn 
Humran, from Zurarah who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘There 
is no servant who commits a sin but that he is given respite from that 


morning until nightfall, so if he repents to Allah [within that time], it is 


not written against him.” 
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(188) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Salamah Sahib al- 
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Sabiri,*° from Jabir, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah 
(s) said, ‘Whoever repents in the year of his death, Allah forgives him.’ 
Then he said, ‘Verily a year is too long. Whoever repents in the month 
of his death, Allah forgives him.’ Then he said, ‘Verily a month is too 
long. Whoever repents on the day of his death, Allah forgives him.’ Then 
he said, ‘Verily a day is [still] long. Whoever repents an hour before his 
death, Allah forgives him.’ Then he said, ‘Verily [even] an hour is long. 
Whoever repents when his soul reaches here - and he pointed with his 
hand to his throat - Allah forgives him!’”””’ 
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(189) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Jamil ibn Darraj who 
said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, ‘When the soul reaches this place 


(meaning the throat), there is no repentance for the knowledgeable, but 


my 


there is [a possibility of] repentance for the ignorant. 
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“6 sahib al-sabiri means seller of fine clothing or owner of a shop of fine clothing made 
from thin fabrics (al-saburi) said to be from Shapir in Iran. 

“’ The literal meaning of the repeated phrase is: ‘Allah turns towards him with mercy 
and forgiveness.’ The final part of this tradition apparently contradicts Q4:18 which 
states that repentance is not accepted from those who persist in sin until they are on 
the verge of death. However, it is possible to resolve this by interpreting the tradition 
to refer to those who did not persist in sin but had only failed to repent until that 
moment. Alternatively, it might be specifically applicable to the ignorant sinner, as 
mentioned in the next tradition. And Allah knows best. 
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(190) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Abii Ayyib, from Abia 
Basir, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Whoever does an evil deed is 
given a respite of seven hours of the day. If he says, ‘I seek repentance 
from Allah, besides Whom there is no god, [He is] the Living, the Eternal’ 


three times, it (the sin) will not be recorded for him.” 
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(191) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Abii Ayyib, from 
Muhammad ibn Muslim, from Abi Basir who said, “I asked Abi ‘Abdillah 
(a), ‘What is the meaning of the verse wherein Allah, the Almighty, says: 
O you who believe, turn to Allah in sincere repentance (Q66:8)?’ He said, ‘It is 
the sin which he never repeats again.’ I said, ‘Who among us never 
repeats [a sin]?’ So he said, ‘O Aba Muhammad, verily Allah loves from 


among His servants the one who is tested [by sin] and repents often.” 
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(192) ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mughirah narrated from Jamil ibn Darraj, from 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “When a servant intends to do an evil deed, 
it is not recorded against him, but if he intends to do a good deed, it is 


recorded for him.” 
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(193) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Ali al-Ahmasi, from 
the one who mentioned it, from Abii Ja‘far (a) that he said, “By Allah, no 
one can be saved from sin except the one who admits [and confesses] 
it.” 
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(194) ‘Ali ibn al-Mughirah narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Abi 
‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdh@ who said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, ‘Allah is more 
pleased with the repentance of a servant when he repents than the man 
whose mount, that was carrying [all] his food and drink, gets lost in the 
wilderness. Then, as he is in that state [of perplexity] not knowing what 
to do or where to turn, he places his head down to sleep when suddenly 
a person approaches him and says, “O man, have you lost your mount?” 


y99d09 


He replies, “Yes.” He says, “Here it is. 
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(195) Safwan ibn Yahya narrated from al-Harth ibn al-Mughirah, from 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily Allah loves the one who admits [his 
sins] and repents often.” He [then] said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) 
used to turn to Allah in repentance seventy times a day without having 


” 


committed any sin.” The narrator asked, “Would he say: I seek 


forgiveness from Allah and turn back to Him in repentance?” He (a) 


replied, “He would say: I turn [penitently] to Allah.” 
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(196) Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated from Habib al-Khath‘ami who 
said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah say, ‘Verily we sin and we forget, then we 
turn back penitently to Allah.” 


Al-Hasan ibn Sa‘id said, “There is no difference of opinion among our 
scholars that they (a) are infallible and free of every type of ugliness [in 
their actions]. They (a) refer to the abandoning of what is recommended 
as a sin and a misdeed in relation to their own perfection [and that is 


why they repent].” 
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(197) One of our companions narrated from ‘Ali ibn Shajarah, from ‘Isa 
ibn Rashid, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) whom he heard saying, “There is no 
believer who commits a sin but that he is given respite for seven hours, 
so if he seeks forgiveness from Allah [during that time], he is forgiven. 
Indeed, he may recall his sin after twenty years and thus seek 
forgiveness from Allah and he is [thereby] forgiven. But as for the 
disbeliever, he forgets his sin so that he may not seek forgiveness from 
Allah.” 
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(198) One of our companions narrated from Hanan ibn Sadir, from a man 
who was known as Riizbih and was one of the Zaydis, from Abi Hamzah 
al-Thumili who said, “Abi Ja‘far (a) said to me, ‘There is no servant who 
performs an action that Allah is not pleased with but that Allah initially 
conceals it [from the people]. If he repeats it a second time, Allah hides 
it [again], but if he repeats it once more, Allah sends down an angel in 
the form of a man to tell the people, ‘He did such and such.” 
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(199) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad said, “Abi al-Hasan [al-Kazim] (a) said, 


‘Verily I seek forgiveness from Allah five thousand times every day.’ 
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Then he said to me, ‘Five thousand is a lot. 
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(200) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Abi Hamzah al-Thumili, 
from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “Verily Allah, the Almighty, revealed to 
Dawiid (a), ‘Go to My servant Danyal and say to him: [My Lord says] you 
have disobeyed Me yet I forgave you, and you disobeyed Me [again] yet 
I forgave you, and you disobeyed Me [again] yet I forgave you. But if you 
disobey me a fourth time, I will not forgive you.’ So Dawid (a) went to 
him and said, ‘O Danyal, I am indeed a messenger of Allah to you; and 
He says to you: Verily you have disobeyed Me yet I forgave you, and you 
disobeyed Me [again] yet I forgave you, and you disobeyed Me [again] 
yet I forgave you. But if you disobey me a fourth time, I will not forgive 
you.’ So Danyal said to him, ‘You have conveyed [the message] O 
Prophet of Allah!’ Then, when the time of pre-dawn (sahar) came, 
Danyal whispered to his Lord and said, ‘O Lord, verily Your Prophet, 


Dawid, informed me of Your message that I have disobeyed You and 
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You forgave me, and I disobeyed You [again] yet You forgave me, and I 
disobeyed You [again] yet You forgave me, and he conveyed to me from 
You that if I disobey You a fourth time, You will not forgive me. But by 
Your might and Your majesty, if You do not protect me [from sin], I will 
surely disobey You, then I will disobey You [again], then I will disobey 


my 


You [again]. 
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(201) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Jamil, from Bukayr, from one of the 
two [Imams] (a) who said, “Verily Adam (a) said, ‘O Lord, You allowed 
Shaytan to prevail over me and You made him flow in me like blood 
[flowing in my veins], so grant me something [to counter him].’ So He 
said, ‘O Adam, I have [hereby] granted you that whoever among your 
progeny intends [to do] an evil deed, it will not be recorded against him, 
and if he does it, one evil deed will be recorded against him. And 
whoever among them intends to do a good deed but does not do it, one 
good deed is recorded for him, and if he does it then ten good deeds are 
recorded for him [for that one act].’ He said, ‘O Lord, give me something 
more!’ He said, ‘I have [hereby] granted you that whoever among them 


does an evil deed and then seeks forgiveness [for it], I shall forgive him.’ 
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He said, ‘O Lord, give me something more!’ He said, ‘I have granted them 
repentance.’ [Or He said, ‘I have granted them the opportunity to repent 
until the soul reaches here (the throat)’.] He said, ‘O Lord, that is 


sufficient for me.” 
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(202) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Whoever says three times, ‘Glory be to my Lord, 
the Great, and praise be to Him. I seek forgiveness from my Lord and 
turn penitently to Him,’ the Throne [of Allah] makes a sound like the 


sound of chains striking a bowl.” 
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(203) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “One who does not hold himself to account every 
day is not from us. [Every believer should take account of his actions 
daily and] if he has done a good deed, he should seek more of it from 
Allah and praise Allah for it, and if he has done an evil deed, he should 


seek forgiveness from Allah for it and turn penitently to Him.” 
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Chapter Thirteen: Crying out of Fear of Allah 
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(204) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us, “Fadalah ibn Ayyib narrated 
to us from al-Husayn ibn ‘Uthman who said, ‘A man narrated to me from 
Abt Hamzah who said, “I heard Abi Ja‘far (a) say, ‘There is no drop more 
beloved to Allah than the drop of blood [that is shed] in the way of Allah, 
or the teardrop that rolls down from the eye in the darkness of night, 
out of fear of Allah. And there is no step more beloved to Allah than the 
step taken towards a near relative, or a step by which a march in the 
way of Allah may be completed. And there is no gulp more beloved to 
Allah than the anger which is swallowed, or the gulp that is swallowed 
by a servant in response to his calamity [as he patiently bears it to please 
Allah].””” 
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CRYING OUT OF FEAR OF ALLAH 
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(205) Fadalah narrated from Aban ibn ‘Uthman, from Ghaylan who 
attributed it to Abi Ja‘far (a) saying, “There is no eye that is welled up 
with tears out of fear of Allah but that He makes it forbidden to the Fire. 
If its tears then flow upon the cheeks of its owner, neither gloom nor 
disgrace will cover his face. There is nothing but that it has a measure, 
except tears; for verily a single drop of it can extinguish seas of fire. If a 
man were to weep among his nation and a teardrop fell from him, they 


would all be shown mercy due to his weeping.” 
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(206) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Mansir ibn Yitinus, 
from Salih ibn Razin and others, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Every 
eye will be weeping on the Day of Judgment except three eyes: the eye 
that lowered its gaze from what Allah had forbidden, or the eye that 


stayed awake in the worship of Allah, or the eye that wept in the middle 
of the night out of the fear of Allah.” 
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(207) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from a man among his 
companions who said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Allah revealed to Misa 
(a), “Verily My servants do not approach Me with anything more 
beloved to Me than three qualities: detachment from the world, 
eschewal of sins, and weeping out of fear of Me.” So Musa said, “O Lord, 
what will one who does this get?” Allah, the Exalted, said, “As for those 
who are detached from the world, I will establish them in Paradise; as 
for those who eschew sins, I will not make them account [for their 
deeds]; and as for those who weep out of fear of Me, they shall be in the 


v9 


highest station [in Paradise]. 


REMEMBERING DEATH AND THE GRAVE 


Chapter Fourteen: Remembering Death and the Grave 
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(208) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us [saying], “Fadalah ibn Ayyiib 
narrated to us from Sa‘dan al-Wasiti, from ‘Ajlan Abi Salih who said, 
‘Aba ‘Abdillah said [to me], “O Aba Salih, when a [funeral] bier is lifted, 
imagine that it is you who is being carried [upon it], or that you are the 
one asking your Lord to return you to the world so that you may do good 
deeds, and see then what you will resume [of your actions].” Then he 
said, “How astounding it is for a community whose former members 
have been confined away [in their graves] from their latter ones [who 
are alive], then a caller calls out among them for departure [from this 


yp? 


world] while they are [busy] playing 
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(209) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from al-Hakam ibn Ayman, 


from Dawid al-Abzari, from Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, “A caller cries out 


every day, ‘O son of Adam, beget for death, amass for annihilation, and 
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(210) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Abii Ayyib, from Abii ‘Ubaydah who 
said, “I said to Abia Ja‘far (a), ‘May I be your ransom! Inform me of 
something that I may benefit from.’ So he said, ‘O Aba ‘Ubaydah, 
remember death often, for a person does not remember death often but 


my 


that he detaches himself from the [yearnings of the material] world. 
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(211) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Dawiid ibn Abi 
Yazid, from Abii Shaybah al-Zuhri, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “The 
Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Death! Death! Death comes with whatever 
is in it; it brings comfort and ease, and a blessed return to the lofty 
heavens for the people of the eternal abode - those who had struggled 


for it and yearned for it. And death comes with whatever is in it; it brings 
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wretchedness and regret, and a return of [great] loss to a scorching fire 
for the people of the abode of delusion - those who strived for it and 
yearned for it.’” And he (a) said, “When the guardianship of Satan and 
wretchedness is deserved, aspiration comes in front of the eyes and 
[remembrance of] death goes behind the back.” He [also] said, “The 
Messenger of Allah (s) was asked, ‘Who among the believers are 
cleverer?’ He said, ‘Those among them who remember death more often 


my 


and make more intense preparations for it. 
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(212) Hammad ibn ‘Is narrated from Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar who 
attributed it to Salman al-Farsi, may Allah be pleased with him, that he 
said, “Were it not for prostration before Allah and the gatherings of the 
[pious ones among the] people who [choose to] utter virtuous words, 
just as the best dates are plucked [and harvested], I would have wished 
for death.” 
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(213) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan, from 
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someone who heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, “When al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali (a) was 
on his death bed, he cried, so someone asked him, ‘O son of the daughter 
of Allah’s Messenger, you are crying despite having the position that 
you have next to the Messenger of Allah (s)? And despite what the 
Messenger of Allah (s) has said regarding you? And despite your having 
gone for pilgrimage twenty times riding and twenty times on foot? And 
despite having given away all your possessions for the sake of Allah 
thrice, even your sandals?’ He (a) replied, ‘I am only weeping for two 
things: the terror of what is to come [in the grave and Hereafter] and 


separation from loved ones.” 
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(214) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Hisham ibn Salim, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Jibra’il (a) came to the Prophet (s) and said, ‘O 
Muhammad, live as you like for you will indeed die, love whomever you 
want for you will indeed separate, do whatever you wish for you will 
indeed be requited therefor, and act however you wish for you will 
surely meet it [in the Hereafter].”” Ibn Abi ‘Umayr said, “Ibn Sinan added 
[one more phrase] to it, ‘O Muhammad, the honor of a believer is [in] his 
prayer in the night, and his esteem is [in] his refraining from harming 


my 


the people. 
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(215) Muhammad ibn al-Hadrami [al-Husayn] narrated from 
Muhammad ibn al-Fudayl, from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Zayd [Yazid], from 
Abii ‘Abdillah (a), from his father, from his grandfather, from the 
Prophet (s) who said, “Prophet Dawiid died suddenly on a Saturday, so 
the birds shaded him with their wings. Misa, the interlocutor of Allah, 


died in the wilderness, so a caller cried out from the sky, ‘Musa has died! 


And which soul does not die!” 
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(216) Fadalah ibn Abi al-Maghr@’ said, “Ya‘qib al-Ahmar narrated to me 
saying, ‘I went to visit Aba ‘Abdillah (a) in order to console him for [the 
death of] Isma‘il, so he invoked [divine] mercy upon him and then said, 
“Verily Allah consoled His Prophet (s) Himself and said: Verily you shall 
die, and they will [all] die [too] (Q39:30). And He said: Every soul will taste 
death (Q3:195).” Then he began speaking [about the subject of death] and 
said, “Indeed, all the inhabitants of the earth shall die until no one 
remains. Then the inhabitants of the heavens will die until no one 
remains except the Angel of Death, the bearers of the [Divine] Throne, 
Jibrail, and Mika?il. Then the Angel of Death will come and stand before 
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, so he will be asked, ‘Who has remained?’ 
while He [already] knows better. He will reply, ‘O Lord, no one remains 
except the Angel of Death, the bearers of the [Divine] Throne, Jibra’il, 
and Mika’il.’ He will be told, ‘Command Jibra’il and Mika’il so that they 
both die.’ So the angels [who remain] will say, ‘O Lord, they are Your 
messengers and Your most trusted ones!’ He will say, ‘I have decreed for 


every living soul that it must die.’ 


Then the Angel of Death will come and stand before Allah, the Almighty, 
so he will be asked, ‘Who has remained?’ while He [already] knows 
better. He will reply, ‘O Lord, no one remains except the Angel of Death 
and the bearers of the [Divine] Throne. He will be told, ‘Command the 
bearers of the [Divine] Throne so that they may die.’ Then [having done 
that] the Angel of Death will come with his gaze lowered. He will be 
asked, ‘Who has remained?’ So he will say, ‘O Lord, no one remains 


except the Angel of Death.’ So He shall say to him, ‘Die, O Angel of 
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Death!’ The Angel of Death will thus die. Then He will take the earth in 
His left hand and the heavens in His right hand, shaking them severely 
many times. Then He will say, ‘Where are those who used to invoke 
[others as] associates with Me? Where are those who had placed with 
Me another deity?” 
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(217) Fadalah narrated from Isma‘il ibn Abi Ziyad, from Abi ‘Abdillah 
(a), from his father (a) who said, “Ali (a) said, ‘He who counts his 
morrow as part of his lifetime has not given death its due status!’ ‘Ali (a) 
also said, ‘A servant does not lengthen his [worldly] aspiration but that 
he ends up doing evil deeds [to achieve his goal].’ And he used to say, ‘If 
the servant were to see his death and how quickly it is approaching him, 


my 


he would have loathed [worldly] aspiration and seeking the world. 
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(218) Fadalah narrated from Isma‘il, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, 
“Isa ibn Maryam (a) used to say [regarding death], ‘A terror which you 
know not when you will meet, so what prevents you from preparing for 


it before it comes to you suddenly?” 
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Chapter Fifteen: What the Believer and Disbeliever will See 
[Before Dying] 
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(219) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us [saying], “Muhammad ibn 


Sinan narrated to us, from ‘Ammar ibn Marwan who said, ‘I heard Aba 
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‘Abdillah (a) say, “By Allah, from you are [good deeds] accepted and you 
are, by Allah, forgiven [for your sins]. Verily there is nothing between 
any one of you and that which would make him rejoice and see what 
gladdens and delights him except his soul reaching here...” and he made 
a gesture with his hand pointing to his throat (in reference to death). 
Then he said, “At the moment when death approaches [a person], the 
Messenger of Allah (s), the Imams (a), ‘Ali (a), Jibra’il and the Angel of 
Death (a) all come to him. Then Jibra’il draws near to him and he says 
to the Messenger of Allah (s), ‘This person used to love you, the Ahl al- 
Bayt, so love him.’ So the Messenger of Allah (s) says to him, ‘O Jibra’il, 
verily this individual used to love Allah and His Messenger, and the 
family of His Messenger, so [instruct the Angel of Death to] be gentle 
with him and love him.’ And Jibra’il in turn tells the Angel of Death, ‘This 
person used to love Allah and His Messenger, and the family of His 


Messenger, so be gentle with him and love him.’ 


Thus, the Angel of Death approaches the person and says, ‘O servant of 
Allah, you have procured your emancipation and your security [from 
hellfire], you have held on to the Great Protection in the life of this 
world,’ Then Allah, the Almighty, grants him the ability [to respond], so 
he replies, ‘Yes.’ So he asks, ‘What is that [Great Protection]?’ He replies, 
‘The wilayah of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a).’ So he says, ‘You are right! As for 
that which you used to fear, Allah has protected you from it. And as for 
that which you used to hope for, you have attained it. Glad tidings to 
you of the company of the righteous forebears, the Messenger of Allah 


(s), ‘Ali, Fatimah, and the Imams from his progeny (a)!’ 


Then he gently removes his soul. His shroud is then brought down from 
Paradise, and his embalming is a balm of fragrant musk. He is then 
shrouded with that shroud and embalmed with that balm. Subsequently 
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he is dressed with a yellow attire from the apparels of Paradise. Once he 
is placed in his grave, Allah opens for him one of the doors of Paradise 
through which its breeze and fragrance reach him. Then He extends the 
space in front of him to the extent of a month’s travel, and to his right 
and left as well. He is then told, ‘Sleep as a newly-wed bride sleeps on 
her [soft] bed, and receive the glad tidings of ease, serenity, a blissful 
paradise, and a Lord who is not angry [with you]!’ Then he visits the 
family of the Prophet in the Gardens of delight, eating with them from 
their food, drinking with them from their drink, and speaking with 
them in their gatherings. [This will continue] until the Riser (q@im) 
from the Ahl al-Bayt rises. When our Riser rises, Allah will resurrect 
them so they will come together responding to his call in throngs. At 
that time, the followers of falsehood will doubt while those who violate 
the sacred will dwindle and only very few will remain. Those who seek 
to hasten it are destroyed and those who consider it near are saved. For 
this reason, the Messenger of Allah (s) said to ‘Ali (a), ‘You are my 


my 


brother, and my rendezvous with you will be at wadi al-salam 


He (a) said, “And when a disbeliever is on his death bed, the Messenger 
of Allah (s), ‘Ali (a), the Imams (a), Jibra’il, Mika@il, and the Angel of 
Death (a) all come to him. Then Jibra’il draws near to him and says, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, this person used to hate you, the Ahl al-Bayt, so hate 
him.’ So the Messenger of Allah (s) says to him, O Jibra’il, verily this 
individual used to hate Allah and His Messenger, and the family of His 
Messenger, so [tell the Angel of Death to] hate him and be harsh with 
him.’ And Jibra’il in turn says, ‘O Angel of Death, this person used to hate 
Allah and His Messenger, and the family of His Messenger, so hate him 
and be harsh with him.’ Thus the Angel of Death approaches the person 


and says, ‘O servant of Allah, have you procured your emancipation and 
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your security [from hellfire]? Have you held on to the Great Protection 
in the life of this world?’ He replies, ‘No.’ So he says, ‘Then receive 
tidings, O enemy of Allah, of the wrath of Allah, the Almighty, His 
chastisement and the Fire! As for what you hoped for, you have missed 
it, and as for what you feared, it has descended upon you.’ Then he 
extracts his soul violently, after which three hundred devils are 
assigned to remain with his soul, each of them spitting on his face and 
causing him discomfort. When he is placed in his grave, one of the doors 
of Hell is opened for him, so from it enters [into his grave] some of its 


stench, its [purulent] discharge, and its flames.” 
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(220) Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated from ‘Abd al-Samad ibn Bashir, 
from one of his companions, from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) saying, “I [once] said 
to him, ‘May Allah enhance you in righteousness! Whoever loves to 
meet Allah, does Allah also love to meet him? And whoever hates to 
meet Allah, does Allah also hate to meet him?’ He replied, ‘Yes.’ I said, 
‘But by Allah, we surely dislike death!’ So he said, ‘It does not mean what 
you think. It only applies at the time of viewing [what awaits a person 
after death]. Verily when the believer sees what he loves [at the 


moment of his death], then there is nothing more beloved to him than 
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proceeding [towards Allah], and Allah loves to meet him while he loves 
meeting Allah at that moment. And when he [who disbelieves] sees 
what he hates, then there is nothing more hateful to him than meeting 
Allah, the Almighty, and Allah [also] hates to meet him.” 
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(221) Fadalah narrated from Mu‘awiyah ibn Wahab, from Yahya ibn 
Sabir who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) saying regarding the dying 
person who sheds a tear upon his death, ‘That is when he sees the 


Messenger of Allah (s), and he sees what brings him [great] joy.’ Then 


he said, ‘Do you not see how a man sheds tears when he sees what brings 


my 


him joy [and what he loves] while he laughs [at the same time]. 
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(222) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Yahya al-Halabi, from Ibn 


Muskan, from ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Qasir who said, “I said to Aba Ja‘far (a), 
‘Salih ibn Mitham narrated to me from ‘Abayah al-Asadi that he heard 
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‘Ali (a) saying, “By Allah, no servant [of Allah] ever hates me and dies 
with hatred for me but that he sees me at the moment of his death in a 
way that he hates, and no servant ever loves me and dies with love for 
me but that he sees me at the time of his death in a way that he loves.” 
So Abii Ja‘far (a) said, ‘Yes, and the Messenger of Allah (s) will be on his 


my 


right side. 
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(223) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Yahya al-Halabi, from 
Sulayman ibn Dawid, from Abi Basir who said, “I said to Aba ‘Abdillah 
(a), ‘What is the meaning of the verse wherein Allah, the Exalted, says: 
Why then, when it reaches the throat [of the dying person], while at that 
moment you are looking on - and We are nearer to him than you, though you 
do not see - why then, if you are not subject [to Our will], do you not restore it 
[and bring him back to life], if you are truthful? (Q56:83-7)?’ He said, ‘When 
the soul of the dying person reaches the throat, and he is a believer, he 
sees his position in Paradise and says, “Return me to the world so that I 
may inform its people about what I saw.” But he will be told, “There is 


no way to [do] that.” 
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(224) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Yahya al-Halabi, from ‘Abd al- 
Hamid al-Ta’i who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily the 
moment when your enemy will have the most intense hatred for this 
matter [of our wildyah] will be when the soul reaches here; and the 
moment when one of you will have the most intense delight is [also] 
when the soul reaches here - and he pointed to his throat. The terrors 
of this world and all that he was wary of in it will be cut off from him, 
and he will be told: In front of you is the Messenger of Allah (s), ‘Ali (a) 


my 


and the Imams (a). 
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(225) Hammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from Husayn ibn al-Mukhtar, from Abi 


Basir, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) that he said, “Verily when a believer dies, 
he sees the Messenger of Allah (s) and ‘Ali (a) present before him.” 
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(226) Al-Qasim narrated from Kulayb al-Asadi who said, “I told Abi 
‘Abdillah (a), ‘May Allah make me your ransom! A tradition has reached 
us from you.’ He asked, ‘What is it?’ I said, ‘That you said: the possessor 
of this affair (i.e. our wilayah) will only be delighted when it (i.e. the soul) 
is here - and you pointed with your hand towards your throat.’ He said, 
‘Yes. Indeed the people [who are supporters] of this affair will be 
delighted when it reaches here,’ and he gestured with his hand towards 
his throat. [Then he said,] ‘As for that which he feared of this world, he 
will have turned away from it, and in front of him will be the Messenger 
of Allah (s), ‘Ali, al-Hasan and al-Husayn (a).”” 
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(227) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Yahya al-Halabi, from Ayytib 
who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily the moment when your 
enemy will have the most intense hatred for this matter [of our wilayah] 
will be when the soul reaches here,’ and he gestured towards his throat. 
Then he said, ‘There was a man from the family of ‘Uthman who would 


often curse ‘Ali (a), so one of his maidservants who would visit us told 
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me about that. She said, “When he was about to die, he said, ‘What do I 
have to do with them?!” I said [to the Imam (a)], ‘May Allah make me 
your ransom! Why did he say this?’ He said, ‘[It was] when he was shown 
some of the punishment [that awaits him for rejecting the wildyah]. 
Have you not heard the verse wherein Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, 
says: But no, by your Lord, they will never be [true] believers until they accept 
your judgment in all their disputes, and find no resistance within themselves 
against your decision and submit wholeheartedly (Q4:65)? Far be it! Far be it! 
No, by Allah [it will not be so] until this thing is well established in the 


my 


heart, even if he prays and fasts. 
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(228) Safwan narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Abi ‘Amr al-Bazzaz who 
said, “We were sitting with Abi Ja‘far (a) when he stood up and entered 
the house [for some time] and [then] came out. He held the two 
doorposts and greeted us, so we replied his greeting. Then he said, 
‘Know, by Allah, I surely love you and love your scent and your spirit. 
Verily you are upon the religion of Allah and His angels; and nothing 
stands between any of you and his seeing that which would gladden him 
except his soul reaching here,’ and he pointed to his throat with his 
hand. And he [also] said, ‘Be mindful of Allah and support that with piety 


my 


[and devotion]. 
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(229) Safwan narrated from Abi Basir, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, 
“Nothing stands between any one of you and seeing that which would 
bring him delight except his soul reaching here (i.e. the throat). The 
Angel of Death will come to him and say, ‘As for that which you used to 
desire in the world, it has escaped you; but as for what you used to desire 
of the Hereafter, you are now on the verge of it, and in front of you are 
the forebears of truth: the Messenger of Allah, ‘Ali and Ibrahim (peace 


my 


be upon them all). 
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(230) Safwan narrated from Qutaybah al-A‘sha who said, “I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘You made enemies of your fathers, children, and wives 
for our sake and your reward for that is with Allah. The time when you 
will be most in need of our love is when the soul reaches here,’ and he 


pointed towards his neck.” 


QUESTIONING & CHASTISEMENT IN THE GRAVE AND BARZAKH 


Chapter Sixteen: Questioning in the Grave, Chastisement in the 
Grave, and Barzakh 
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(231) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us saying, “Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd 
narrated to us from ‘Asim ibn Hamid, from Abi Basir who said, ‘I heard 
Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, “When a person is placed in his grave, two angels 
come to him, one angel from his right and another from his left; and 
Satan is made to stand in front of him, his two eyes looking [intensely 
red] like copper. Then he is asked, ‘What do you say about the man who 
came before you [as a Prophet]?’ He will be overwhelmed by fear and 
then, if he is a believer, he will say, ‘Are you asking me about 
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (s)?’ So they will say to him, ‘Sleep 
a slumber wherein there is no dream,’ and his grave will be widened by 


nine cubits. Then he will see his place in Paradise; and that is [what is 
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referred to in] the verse wherein Allah, the Almighty, says: Allah makes 
the believers steadfast with the firm word [of faith] in this worldly life and in 
the Hereafter (Q14:27). If [on the other hand] he is a disbeliever, they will 
ask him, ‘What [do you say] of the man who came before you [as a 


Prophet]?’ He will reply, ‘I do not know.’ So they will leave him alone 


yO” 


with Satan. 
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(232) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from one of his companions who 
attributed it to one of the learned sages who said, “A believer is asked 
[by two angels] in his grave, ‘Who is your Lord?’ So he replies, ‘Allah.’ 
Then he is asked, ‘What is your religion?’ So he replies, ‘Islam.’ Then he 


is asked, ‘Who is your Prophet?’ So he replies, ‘Muhammad (s).’ Then he 
is asked, ‘Who is you Imam?” He replies, ‘‘Ali (a).’ He is asked, ‘How did 
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you know this?’ So he replies, ‘It is a matter to which Allah guided me 
and made me steadfast upon it.’ He will thus be told, ‘Sleep a slumber 
without any dream - the sleep of a bride.’ Then one of the doors of 
Paradise is opened for him and its breeze and fragrance enters upon him 
[in his grave]. He will then say, ‘O Lord, hasten for me the establishment 
of the Hour [of Judgment] so that I may return to my family and 


wealth!” 


Then he said, “A disbeliever [on the other hand] is asked, ‘Who is your 
Lord?’ So he replies, ‘Allah.’ Then he is asked, ‘Who is your Prophet?’ So 
he replies, ‘Muhammad.’ Then he is asked, ‘What is your religion?’ So he 
says, ‘Islam.’ He is asked, ‘Where did you learn that from?’ So he replies, 
‘IT heard people saying it so I [too] said it.’ He is then asked, ‘Who is your 
wali?’ So he answers, ‘I do not know.’ So they both strike him with an 
iron rod in a manner which all the humans and jinn would not be able 
to bear even if they came together! He will thus melt the way lead melts. 
Then, they will return his soul into his body and place his heart between 
two tablets of fire. [Knowing what awaits him,] he will say, ‘O Lord, delay 


99948 


the Hour of Reckoning. 
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“® Two important points to note here: Firstly, this is not a hadith, since it is not narrated 
from an Infallible. Secondly, there are certain anomalous elements in this narration 
such as the hope of getting to the Hereafter in order to join one’s family and wealth, or 
the fact that even one who apparently believes in Allah and the Prophet can be 
considered a disbeliever. 
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(233) Al-Qasim and ‘Uthman ibn “Isa narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir, 
from Abii ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “When Sa‘d died, seventy thousand 
angels accompanied his funeral procession, and the Messenger of Allah 
(s) stood at his grave and said, ‘Would the likes of Sa‘d face the squeezing 
[of the grave]?’ His mother said, ‘Congratulations to you O Sa‘d, and 
[what a great] honor!’ So the Messenger of Allah said to her, ‘O mother 
of Sa‘d, do not impose anything upon Allah.’ She said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, we have heard you say what you said about Sa‘d [and how you 
praised him].’ So he said, ‘Verily Sa‘d was harsh in his speech with his 


my 


family. 
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(234) And Abi Basir said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘When Rugqayyah 
the daughter of the Messenger of Allah (s) died, the Messenger of Allah 
(s) stood next to her grave and raised his hand towards the sky as tears 
flowed from his eyes. So they (the companions) said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, we have seen you raising your head towards the sky as tears 


flowed from your eyes?” So he said, “I asked my Lord to gift me [the 
exception of] the squeezing of the grave for Ruqayyah.””” 
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(235) Fadalah narrated from Aban, from Bashir al-Nabbal who said, “I 
heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) saying, ‘The Messenger of Allah (s) addressed 
the grave of Sa‘d and wiped his hand over it, and [as he did so] he began 
to quiver between his shoulders. So it was said to him, “O Messenger of 
Allah, we saw you addressing [the grave of Sa‘d] as you were quivering 


between your shoulders, and you said, ‘Sa‘d is undergoing this.” So he 


said, “Verily there is no believer but that he will undergo squeezing [in 


y99d07 


the grave]. 
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(236) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Sulayman ibn 
Khalid who said, “I asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about what will be faced by 


one who is [buried] in the grave, so he said, ‘Verily two angels who are 


called Munkar and Nakir will come to the one who is in the grave and 
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will ask him about the Messenger of Allah (s) saying, “What do you have 
to say about this man who rose among you?” He will ask, “Who was he?” 
They will say, “The one who used to say that he is the Messenger of 
Allah. Was that true?” So if the man was one of the doubters, he will say, 
“I do not know. I heard the people saying [that] but I do not know 
whether it was the truth or a lie.” So they will strike him such a blow 
that it will be audible to the inhabitants of the heavens and the 
inhabitants of earth, except the polytheists.” But if he was one of those 
with certitude, he will not fear and will say [confidently], “Are you 
asking me about the Messenger of Allah?” So they will ask, “Do you 
know that he is the Messenger of Allah?” He will say, “I bear witness 
that he is the Messenger of Allah in truth. He came with guidance and 
the religion of truth.” Thus he will see his position in Paradise and his 
grave will be expanded for him. They (the two angels) will then say to 
him, “Sleep a slumber wherein there is no dream, in the best state of 


y9907 


any sleeper. 
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(237) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Jamil, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “When Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, wants to 


resurrect the creation, He makes the sky rain upon the earth for forty 


days, then the limbs come together and flesh grows [on the bodies].” 


*’ The description of this sound shows that it is not a physical sound that is being 
referred to; rather, it is referring to something metaphysical. 
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(238) Ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from his father, from one of his 
companions who attributed it to the Prophet (s), that he said to one of 
his companions, “How will you be when the two examiners of the grave 
come to you?” So he (the companion) asked, “O Messenger of Allah, 
what are the examiners of the grave?” He said, “Two angels, harsh and 
severe, with voices like rumbling thunder and eyes like blinding 
lightening. They will be treading on their own hair and ploughing the 
ground with their [large] fangs; they will [come to] question you.” He 
asked, “[Will that be] when I am in a state such as this?” He replied, 
“TYes,] you will be as you are in your present state.” He said, “Then I will 


be able to face them.””” 
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(239) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir 
who said, “I asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about the souls of believers so he 
said, ‘[They will be] in [lofty] chambers in Paradise, eating of its food 
and drinking of its drink, and they will say, “Our Lord, bring upon us the 


Hour [of Judgment] and fulfill for us what You promised us, and make 
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(777? 


the last among us join the first! 
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(240) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) saying, “I asked him about the souls of the polytheists, so 
he said, ‘[They will be] in the Fire facing punishment and will say, “Our 


Lord, do not bring upon us the Hour [of Judgment], and do not fulfill for 


us what You promised us, and do not join the last of us with the first!” 
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(241) Al-Qasim narrated from al-Husayn ibn Hammad, from Yiinus ibn 
Zabyan who said, “I was with Abi ‘Abdillah (a) and he asked me, ‘What 
do the people say about the souls of believers?’ I replied, ‘They say that 
they are in the craws of green birds in lanterns under the Throne.’ So 


Abt ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Glory be to Allah! The believer is more honorable 
in the sight of Allah than His placing his soul in the craw of a green bird, 
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O Yunus! When the time [of a believer’s death] approaches, Muhammad 
(s), ‘Ali, Fatimah, al-Hasan, al-Husayn, and the close archangels (peace 
be upon them all) come to him. And when Allah, the Mighty and 
Majestic, takes his soul, He places that soul in a form similar to its form 
in the world; so they subsist, eating and drinking [in that realm as well]. 
Then, when someone [who has just died] comes to them, they recognize 


my 


him by the appearance that he had in the world. 
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Chapter Seventeen: Resurrection, Reckoning, Standing Before 
Allah, the Exalted, and al-Sirat 
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(242) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated from Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr, 
from Zayd al-Qurashi, from ‘Ubayd ibn Zurarah who said, “I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘When Allah causes the inhabitants of the world to die, 
He will make the inhabitants of the lowest heaven [also] die, then He 
will make the inhabitants of the second heaven die, then He will make 
the inhabitants of the third heaven die, then He will make the 
inhabitants of the fourth heaven die, then He will make the inhabitants 
of the fifth heaven die, then He will make the inhabitants of the sixth 
heaven die, then He will make the inhabitants of the seventh heaven 
die. Then He will cause Mika’il to die, then He will make Jibra’il die, then 
He will make Israfil die, then He will cause the Angel of Death to die. 


RESURRECTION, RECKONING AND AL-SIRAT 


Then the horn will be blown and He will resurrect [them all].’ [In 
another report,] he said, ‘Then Allah, the Blessed and Exalted will ask, 
“To whom does the Kingdom belong this Day?” Then He will respond Himself 
saying, “To Allah, the Creator, the Originator, and the Fashioner; and 
Exalted is Allah, the One, the Subduer.” Then He will ask, “Where are 
the tyrants? Where are those who called upon another god besides Me? 


Where are the arrogant ones?...” then He will resurrect the creation.” 
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(243) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from ‘Ali ibn R?4b, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily Allah will favor His believing servant on 
the Day of Resurrection and bring him close to His Grace. Then He will 


show him that with which He blessed him. He, the Blessed and Exalted, 


will say, ‘Did you not supplicate to Me on such and such day for such 
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and such and I answered your supplication? Did you not ask Me on such 
and such day and I granted you what you asked for? Did you not seek 
My help on such and such day and I helped you?’ Did you not ask that I 
relieve you of such and such hardship so I relieved your hardship and 
showed mercy to your plea? Did you not ask Me for wealth so I granted 
you its possession? Did you not seek My assistance so I assisted you? Did 
you not ask Me to get you married to so and so while she was with her 
family and not [directly] approachable, yet I got you married to her?’ So 
the servant will say, ‘Yes indeed, O Lord! You have granted me 
everything I asked for, and I used to ask You for Paradise [as well].’ So 
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, will say, ‘Indeed, I will grant You what 
you have asked Me for - here is Paradise, you are permitted [to enter] 
it. Have I pleased you?’ The believer will say, ‘Yes, my Lord! I am 
pleased.’ Then He, the Blessed and Exalted, will say, ‘I was pleased with 
your deeds, so I selected for you the best of rewards. Verily the best of 


your rewards with Me is that I have made you reside in Paradise.” 
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(244) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir, from Abi ‘Abdillah 
(a) who said, “When the believer is taken to account [for his deeds], his 


[heavenly] wives will be waiting for him on the thresholds of the doors 


just as wives wait for their husbands in this world when they are absent. 


RESURRECTION, RECKONING AND AL-SIRAT 


Then a messenger will come and give them glad tidings saying, ‘So-and- 
so has, by Allah, passed the accounting.’ They will say, ‘[Really,] by 
Allah?’ He will say, ‘By Allah he has; I saw him returning from the 
reckoning.’ When he comes to them, they will say, ‘Welcome, welcome! 
Your family whom you used to be with in the world are not more 


deserving of you than us!” 
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(245) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa narrated from ‘Umar ibn Ibrahim Bayya al- 
Sabiri,” from Hujr ibn Zaidah, from a man, from Abi Ja‘far (a) to whom 
he said, “O son of the Messenger of Allah, verily I have a need.” So he 
said, “Meet me at Makkah.” [The narrator said,] “I said, ‘O son of the 
Messenger of Allah, verily I have a need.’ So he said, ‘Meet me at Mina.’ 


I said [again], ‘O son of the Messenger of Allah, verily I have a need.’ So 


°° The term Bayyd‘ al-Sabiri (like Sahib al-Sabiri) refers to a clothier or seller of fine clothes 
and fabric. 
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he said, ‘Alright, tell me your need.’ I said, ‘O son of the Messenger of 
Allah, verily I have committed a sin between myself and Allah which no 
one else is privy to, yet it weighs heavy on me, and I revere you too 
much to mention it to you.’ So he said, ‘When the Day of Judgment 
comes, and Allah takes account from His believing servant, He stops 
[and questions] him about all his sins, one by one, then He forgives him 
for them. No one comes to know of it, neither a close angel nor a chosen 


my 


Prophet. 


‘Umar ibn Ibrahim said, “I was informed by more than one person that 
he (a) said, ‘He conceals those of his sins that he dislikes to be 
questioned about.’ He [further] said, ‘And He says to his misdeeds, “Turn 
into good deeds!” That is [the interpretation of] the verse wherein 
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: They are the ones whose evil deeds 
Allah will change into good deeds, for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Merciful 
(Q25:70).”” 
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RESURRECTION, RECKONING AND AL-SIRAT 
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(246) Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated from ‘Ali who said, “I heard 
Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily when Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, wants 
to take account [of the actions] of the believer, He gives him his book [of 
deeds] in his right hand and calls him to account [in private] between 
Himself and him. He says, “My servant, did you do such and such, and 
performed such and such [deeds]?” So he will say, “Yes my Lord, I have 
done that.” He will say, “I hereby forgive you [for these misdeeds] and 
transform them into good deeds.” So [when they see his book of deeds] 
the people will say, “Glory be to Allah! Did this servant not have [even] 
a single evil deed?” And this is [the interpretation of] the verses wherein 
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says: As for the one who is given his record 
in his right hand, he will have an easy reckoning, and will return to his people 
well pleased (Q84:7-9).’ 


I asked, ‘Who are his people [being referred to in the verse]?’ He said, 
‘His people in the world will be his people in Paradise, if they were 
believers.’ And if He wishes ill for His servant [due to his evil], He calls 
him to account in front of all the people, reproves him, and gives him 
his book [of deeds] in his left hand. This is [the interpretation of] the 
verses wherein Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says: And as for the one 
who is given his record [in his left hand] from behind his back, he will cry for 
[instant] destruction and will burn in a blazing fire. He used to [previously] live 
among his people well pleased [with himself]. (Q84:11-13)’ I asked, ‘Which 
people [is it referring to]?’ He replied, ‘His people in the world.’ I asked, 


‘(What is the meaning of] the statement: He thought he would never return 


* The word ‘ahl’ can also mean family, in which case it would mean one’s family in this 
world will also be his family in Paradise, if they were believers. 
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(Q84:14)?’ He said, ‘He assumed that he would never return [to his 
Lord].”” 
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(247) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir who said, “I heard Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Verily the believer will be given, on the Day of 
Judgment, an opened scroll in which will be written: “[This is] a decree 
of Allah, the Mighty, the Wise. Admit so-and-so into Paradise.” 
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(248) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir, from Abi ‘Abdillah 
(a) who said, “Verily people will pass the bridge [of sirat] in ranks, and 
the sirat is thinner than [a strand of] hair and the edge of a sword. Some 
will pass over it like lightening, some of them will pass like a galloping 
horse, others will pass sliding along, yet others will pass it crawling 
[quickly on all fours]. Others will pass it walking, and another among 
them will pass hanging from it, with fire taking [and burning] part of 


him and leaving another part.” 
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(249) Al-Qasim narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir who said, “Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Verily the light on the Day of Judgment will be 
divided among the people in accordance to the extent of their belief. 
The share of the hypocrite will be such that his light will only extend to 
the tip of his left toe, then when it is extinguished, he will say [to the 
believer], “Stay where you are so that I can take from some of your 
light.” [But] it will be said, “Go back and seek a light [there],” (Q57:13) 
meaning where the light was [first] distributed. So they will [try to] 
return but a separating wall will be erected [to block them]. They will 
thus call out to them from behind the wall, “Were we not with you [in 
the world]?” They will reply, “Yes [you were], but you allowed yourselves to 
be tempted, awaited [our demise], doubted [the truth], and were deluded by 
false hopes until Allah’s decree came to pass. Hence the Deceiver deceived you 
about Allah. So today no ransom will be accepted from you [hypocrites], nor 
from the disbelievers. Your home is the Fire - that is where you belong. What an 
evil destination!” (Q57:14-15).’ Then he said, ‘O Aba Muhammad,” by Allah 


this was not said to the Jews or the Christians; rather, it refers to the 


» This was the kunyah of Abii Basir. 
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my 


people of the Qiblah (i.e. those who outwardly profess Islam). 
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(250) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al- 
Hamid, from Abi Hamzah al-Thumali who said, “<‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a) 
said to me, ‘When the Day of Judgment comes, Allah will gather all of 
creation, from the first to the last, on one plain. Then a caller will call 
out, “Where are the people of merit?” So a group of people will stand up 
and they will be met by the angels who will ask, “What was your merit?” 
They will reply, “We would establish ties with those who cut us off, give 
to those who deprived us, and forgive those who wronged us.” Thus 


!” 


they (i.e. the angels) will say, “Enter Paradise!” Then a caller will call 
out, “Where are the neighbors of Allah in His abode?” So another group 
of people will stand up. The angels will ask them, “How were you 
neighbors of Allah?” They will respond, “We used to take the initiative 


[in action] for the sake of Allah. We would hate for the sake of Allah and 
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love for the sake of Allah. We would [share and] give for the sake of 
Allah. We would reckon for the sake of Allah, and we would seek 
blessings [for each other] for the sake of Allah.” Then a caller will call 
out, “Where are the people of patience?” So a group of people will stand 
up. The angels will meet them and ask, “With what were you patient?” 
They will reply, “We were patient in the obedience of Allah, and we 
would compel ourselves to remain patient in refraining from disobeying 
Him.” So they will be told, “Enter Paradise.” 
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(251) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Malik ibn ‘Atiyyah, from 
Fulan” ibn ‘Ammar who said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘The registers on 
the Day of Judgment will be three: A register in which the blessings are 
listed, the register in which is the [record of one’s] good deeds, and the 
register in which will be the [record of] sins. Then the register of 
blessings will be juxtaposed with the register of good deeds, so all the 
good deeds will be taken up [as what was due for the blessings that were 


granted], and [only] sins will remain.” 
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°* Fulan literally means so-and-so, and it is a term used when the name of a person is 
unknown, forgotten, or purposely omitted. Other sources name this transmitter as 
Yiinus ibn ‘Ammar. 


171 


172 


DETACHMENT FROM THIS WORLD 


(Hae opal pee Seg Saab) Lod Sine y Cos) Lad Soe Let Ay 


ad! fal ee Ge 9 Party cpl 


(252) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Abi Hamzah, from Abi Ja‘far 
(a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘The servant will remain 
standing in front of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, until He asks him 
about four aspects [of his life in the world]: “Your lifetime - what did 
you spend it on? Your body - what did you exhaust it for? Your wealth 
- where did you earn it from and where did you invest it?” And [he will 
be asked] about our love - the Ahl al-Bayt.”” 
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(253) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from one of our fellow 
companions, from Abii ‘Abdillah, from his father (a) who said, “Jibra’il 
(a) came to the Prophet (s), took him by the hand and led him to al-Bagqi*. 
They came to a grave, and he called out to its occupant saying, ‘Rise by 
the permission of Allah!’ So a man with a bright face came out from it. 
He wiped away the earth from his face saying, ‘All praise belongs to 
Allah, and Allah is the greatest!’ Jibra’il then said [to him], ‘Return [as 
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you were] with the permission of Allah.’ Then he took him to another 
grave and called out to its occupant saying, ‘Rise by the permission of 
Allah!’ So a man with a dark face came out from it saying, ‘Alas, what 
regret! Alas, what ruin!’ Then Jibra’il told him, ‘Return to your previous 
state with the permission of Allah!’ Then he said, ‘O Muhammad, this is 
how they will be resurrected on the Day of Judgment; the believers will 


utter this statement and these others will say what you see.” 
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(254) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from Ya‘qib ibn Shu‘ayb ibn 
Mitham who said, “I heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘A fire will come out 


from inside the city of Aden by which the necks of camels” will be 


illuminated. It will be visible from the land of Sham and will drive 


? 


people towards the [gathering] plain of mahshar.” 
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(255) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali who said, “I 
heard Aba ‘Abdillah (a) say, ‘Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (a) said, “When the Day 


** Or: ...the upper part of the clouds - which is said to be another meaning for the term 
ibil and might be more appropriate here. 
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of Resurrection comes, a caller will call out, ‘Where are the patient 
ones?’ So a group of people will stand up. Then a caller will call out, 
‘Where are the those who exercised self-control?’ So a group of people 
will stand up.” I said, “May I be your ransom! Who are the patient ones 
[and those with self-control]?” He said, “Those who are patient in 
performing what is obligatory upon them and those who exercise self- 


yO 


control in abandoning [acts of] disobedience. 


INTERCESSION AND THOSE WHO WILL COME OUT OF HELL 


Chapter Eighteen: Intercession and Those who will come out of 
the Fire [of Hell] 
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(256) Al-Hasan ibn Sa‘id narrated to us saying, “Fadalah narrated to us 
from al-Qasim ibn Burayd, from Muhammad ibn Muslim who said, ‘I 
asked Aba ‘Abdillah (a) about the inmates of Hell [who are released after 
their punishment], so he said, “[My father] Abi Ja‘far used to say, ‘They 


will come out from it and will be taken to a spring at the gate of Paradise 
called the Spring of Life. They will then be showered with its water and 


vIdIND 


their flesh, skin and hair will grow [back] just as plants grow. 
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(257) Fadalah ibn Ayytb narrated from ‘Umar ibn Aban, from Udaym 
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the brother of Ayyub, from Humran who said, “I said to Aba ‘Abdillah 
(a), ‘They say: do not be impressed by the group which claims that Allah 
will remove some people from the Fire and place them among the 
inhabitants of Paradise with His friends.’ So he said, ‘Do they not read 
the verse in which Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: There are two 
other Gardens below these two (Q55:62)? It refers to a paradise besides 
Paradise and a fire besides the Fire. They will not dwell with the friends 
of Allah [but rather, in another paradise].’ And he said, ‘There is, by 
Allah, a level [or two levels] between them, but I cannot talk about it 
[here]. Their matter is more constricted than a [tight] noose. Indeed, 


” 


were the Riser to rise, he would start with these people. 
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(258) Fadalah narrated from ‘Umar ibn Aban who said, “I asked Aba 
‘Abdillah (a) about one who is put in the Fire and then removed 
therefrom and placed in Paradise. He said, ‘If you wish, I will tell you 
about what my father used to say regarding it. He said, “Verily some 
people will come out of the Fire after having been burnt coal-black [by 
the Fire], and they will be taken to a river at the gate of Paradise which 
is called the [River of] Life (al-hayawan). Its water will then be showered 


dd 


upon them so their flesh, blood and hair will grow [back]. 
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(259) Fadalah narrated from ‘Umar ibn Aban who said, “I heard a 
righteous servant (‘Abd Salih)” say regarding the inmates of Hell [who 
are released after their punishment], ‘They are made to enter the Fire 
due to their sins, and they come out therefrom through the pardon of 
Allah.” 
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(260) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from Ibn Muskan, from Abii Basir who 
said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, ‘Verily a group will be burnt in the Fire 
until when they become coal-black, they attain intercession. Then they 
will be taken to a river that flows from the perspiration of the 
inhabitants of Paradise and they will bathe therein, so their flesh and 
blood will grow [back], and the effects of burning in the Fire will be 
removed from them. They will then enter Paradise, and they will be 
called al-Jahannamiyyin (inmates of the Fire). Together, they will cry 
out, “O Allah, remove from us this name!” So He will remove it from 


them.’ Then he said, ‘O Aba Basir, verily the enemies of ‘Ali will remain 


* This title, when employed in traditions, usually refers to the seventh Imam, Misa ibn 
Ja‘far al-Kazim (a). 


177 


178 


DETACHMENT FROM THIS WORLD 


in the Fire forever, they will not attain intercession.” 
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(261) Fadalah narrated from Rib‘, from al-Fudayl, from Abii Ja‘far (a) 


who said, “Verily the last one to come out of the Fire will be a man called 


Hammam, who will call out therein [continually] for a lifetime: ‘Oo 


p” 


Compassionate! O Munificent 
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(262) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn al- 
Hajjaj who said, “I told Abi ‘Abdillah (a), ‘There is a hadith that people 
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are narrating [and then he mentioned it to him].’ So he said, ‘It is not as 
they are saying.’ Then he said, ‘The Messenger of Allah (s) said, “Verily 
the last person will then be ordered into the Fire. When it is commanded 
that he be thrown into the fire, he will turn [and look back]. So Allah, 
the Almighty, the All-Powerful, will say, ‘Have they been hasty with 
him? [Bring him to Me].’ So when he is brought, He will ask, ‘My servant, 
why did You turn to look back?’ So he will say, ‘O Lord, this was not how 
I had perceived You to be!’ So the Majestic Lord will say, ‘My servant, 
what was your perception of Me?’ He will reply, ‘O Lord, I had thought 
that You would forgive my sins and admit me into Your Paradise [to 
dwell therein!]!’ 


So Allah, the All-Powerful, Majestic and Exalted is He, will say, ‘O My 
angels, by My might and bounty, by My mastery and majesty, by My 
loftiness and exalted station, My servant never thought positively of Me 
even for amoment in his life, for if he had thought positively of Me even 
for a single moment of his life, I would not have frightened him with the 
Fire. Yet let his lie stand, and place him in Paradise.” Then the 
Messenger of Allah (s) said, “A servant does not think positively of Allah 
but that he will find Allah to be as he had thought of Him. And he does 
not think negatively of Him but that he will find Allah to be as he had 
thought of Him. That is the [interpretation of] the verse in which He, 
the Exalted, says: It was the [negative] thoughts you entertained about your 


Lord that has led to your ruin, so you have become losers (Q41:23).””” 
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(263) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr attributed it to Abi ‘Abdillah (a) that 
he said, “A servant will be brought on the Day of Judgment having no 
good deed [in his record], so it will be said to him, ‘Remember and 
recollect, do you have any good deed?’ So he will [try to] recall and will 
say, ‘My Lord, I have no good deed except that Your believing servant 
so-and-so passed by [one day] and asked me for water so that he could 
perform ablution and pray, so I gave it to him.’ So Allah, the Blessed and 


Exalted, will say, ‘Admit My servant into Paradise.” 
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(264) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn al- 
Hajjaj, from al-Ahwal, from Humran who said, “I heard Aba Ja‘far (a) say, 
‘Verily the disbelievers and the polytheists will taunt the monotheists 
in the Fire saying, “We do not see how your belief in one God benefitted 
you in any way. You and us are indeed the same!” So the Lord, to Whom 
belong might and majesty, will dislike that for them and will say to the 


angels, ‘Intercede [for them],’ so they will intercede for whomever Allah 


wills, and He will say the same to the believers [telling them to also 
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intercede for them] until no one [among them] remains but that the 
intercession reaches him. Then He, the Blessed and Exalted, will say, ‘I 
am the Most Merciful of all who show mercy. Come out [from the Fire] 
by My mercy!’ So they will come out [therefrom] like moths.” Then Abi 
Ja‘far (a) said, “Then the columns will be extended over them [closing 
them off], and it will be, by Allah, [for] eternity.”°° 
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(265) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Durust, from Abi Ja‘far al- 
Ahwal, from Humran who said, “I told Abi ‘Abdillah (a), ‘We have been 
informed that Hell will be filled until its gates are [crammed] shut” [is 
that true]?’ So he said, ‘No, by Allah, it is [going to remain as it is] for 
eternity!’ I asked, ‘[What about the verse that states:] [They will] remain 
therein forever, as long as the heavens and the earth will endure, except what 
your Lord wills (Q11:107)?’ He said, ‘That is for those who will come out 


my 


from the Fire [with the permission of Allah]. 
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°° This is referred to in Q104:9. See: al-Qummi, Tafsir al-Qummi, vol. 2, p. 442. 
*” Or: ‘they will come to Hell until its gates rattle and shake...’ It seems the questioner 
means to ask if Hell will ever cease to exist as it is. 
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(266) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from Abi Hamzah, from Abii Ishag 
who said, “‘Ali (a) said, ‘I will surely tell you a hadith that it behooves 
every believer to be aware of [and remember].’ He related it to us in the 
morning but we forgot it by nightfall. So we returned to him and said, 
‘We have forgotten the hadith you told us in the morning, and you had 
said the it behooves every believer to be aware of it, so please repeat it 
[for us].’ So he said, ‘There is no believer who commits a sin and is then 
pardoned for it by Allah in this world, but that Allah is more majestic 
and noble than to punish him again for it in the Hereafter after having 
[pardoned him and] granted him respite in the world.’ Then he recited 
the verse: Whatever affliction befalls you is because of what your own hands 


have committed, and He pardons much. (Q42:30).” 
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(267) Fudayl ibn ‘Uthman narrated from Abii ‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdh@ who 
said, “I told Abi Ja‘far, ‘May I be made your ransom! Pray to Allah for 
me, for verily I have [committed] many sins.’ So he said, ‘Stop, O Aba 
‘Ubaydah! Let Satan not be a helper of your base-self. Verily the pardon 


[and forgiveness] of Allah cannot be compared to anything.” 


PARADISE AND HELL 


Chapter Nineteen: Traditions About Paradise and Hell 
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(268) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us saying, “Al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib 
narrated to us, from ‘Ali ibn Ri?ab, from Abi Basir, from one of the two 
[Imams] (a) who said, ‘When it is Friday and the people of Paradise are 
in Paradise while the people of Hell are in the Fire, the inhabitants of 
Paradise will know that it is Friday due to what they witness of 
enhanced pleasure and joy, while the denizens of Hell will know that it 


is Friday because of the [increased] torment by the wardens of Hell.” 
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(269) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from ‘Ali ibn R??ab, from Abii Ja‘far 
(a) who said, “When the Day of Judgment comes, Paradise will call out 
to its Lord and say, ‘O Lord, You are the Just, and You have filled Hell 
with its inmates as You promised it, yet You have not filled me as You 


promised me.’ So Allah will create a creation who shall not have seen 
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the world and will fill Paradise with them - blessed shall they be.” 
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(270) Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated from ‘Ali, from Abi Basir who 
said, “Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, ‘Do not say [there is but] a single garden [of 


Paradise]. Verily Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says: [There are] levels, 


some above others.’” 
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(271) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Ibn Bukayr, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) and the one who narrated it from him, that he said, “When 


the Messenger of Allah (s) was taken [to the heavens] by night, he did 
not pass by any one of the angels but that he became happy [to see him], 
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until he passed by an angel who did not show happiness upon [seeing] 
him like the [other] angels did, and he did not say anything to him; 
rather, he found him morose and frowning. So the Messenger of Allah 
(s) said, ‘O Jibra’il, I did not pass by any of the angels but that he was 
gladdened by [seeing] me, and I witnessed cheerfulness, graciousness, 
and joy from him, except this angel. Who is this?’ He replied, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, this angel is the warden of Hell, and this is how 
Allah has made him.’ So the Messenger of Allah (s) said, ‘Ask him to show 
me the creation of his Lord.’ [Or] he said, ‘I would like you to ask him to 


show me the Fire.’ 


Jibra’il (a) said to him, ‘O angel, this is Muhammad, the Messenger of 
Allah (s), and he has told me that he did not pass by any of the angels 
but that they expressed their joy at meeting him, except you. So I told 
him that this is the warden of Hell and that is how Allah has made him. 
He has now asked me to request you to show it to him.’ So one of its 
levels was unveiled for him.” Then he (the Imam) said, “After [seeing] 
that, the Messenger of Allah (s) never smiled laughingly until the day 
he died.” 
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(272) Al-Hasan ibn Mahbib narrated from ‘Ali ibn R?ab, from Abi 


‘Ubaydah, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, “Verily there is a valley in Hell 
which is called Ghassaq. In it are three hundred and thirty castles. Each 
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castle has three hundred and thirty chambers and in each chamber, 
there are three hundred and thirty scorpions. Inside the stinger of each 
of these scorpions there are thirty-three sacs of venom. If a single one 
of those scorpions were to spray its venom on the inmates of Hell, it 


would [suffice to] cover them [all] with venom.” 
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(273) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Durust, from Abi al-Maghra’, 
from Abu Basir who said, “I do not know of it being mentioned except 
by Abii Ja‘far (a) who said, ‘When Allah places the people of Paradise in 
Paradise and the people of Hell in Hell, death will be brought in the form 
of a ram until it is kept standing between Paradise and Hell... Then a 


caller will call out and the inhabitants of both abodes will hear him: “O 
people of Paradise! O people of Hell!” When they hear the voice, they 
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will come forward. They will be asked, “Do you know what this is? This 
is the death that you used to fear in the world.” So the people of Paradise 
will say, “O Allah, do not allow death to enter upon us!” And the people 
of Hell will say, “O Allah, allow death to enter upon us!” 


Then it will be slaughtered the way a sheep is slaughtered. A caller will 
then call out: “There is no [more] death forever! Be certain of eternal 
life!” So the people of Paradise will rejoice in such a manner that if one 
could die out of joy, they would die on that day.’ Then he recited these 
verses: [Then he will ask his fellow believers,] “Are we [truly] never going to 
die, except our first death, nor suffer punishment [like others]? This is truly the 
ultimate triumph!” For the likes of this should everyone strive (Q39:58-60). He 
[then] said, ‘And the people of Hell will moan in such a manner that if 
one could die of sorrow, they would die. And this is [referred to in] the 
verse wherein Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says: And warn them of the 
Day of Regret, when all matters will be settled... (Q19:39).’” 
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(274) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from Sa‘d ibn Tarif, from Zayd ibn 


‘Ali, from his fathers, from ‘Ali (a) who said, “Verily there is a tree in 


Paradise from the top of which [paradisal] garments come forth, and 
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from the bottom of which come horses of mixed black and white color, 
saddled, bridled, and with wings, that neither defecate nor urinate. 
They are mounted by the friends of Allah who fly with them wherever 
they wish in Paradise, so those who are below them will say, ‘Our Lord, 
what made these servants of Yours reach such a noble station?’ So Allah, 
the Mighty and Majestic, will say, ‘They would stand up [to worship] in 
the night and would not sleep, they would fast during the day and not 
eat, they would fight the enemy and were not cowardly, and they would 


my 


give charity and were not miserly. 
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(275) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Amr ibn Khalid, from Zayd ibn 
‘Ali, from his fathers, from ‘Ali (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) 
said, ‘Verily this fire of yours is but one-seventieth of the fire of Hell [in 
intensity]. It has been extinguished seventy times with water and then 
rekindled. Were that not so, the human being would not have been able 
to bear it [or extinguish it] once it is ignited. On the Day of Resurrection, 
it will be brought and placed in the Fire [of Hell], so it will scream so 
loudly that there will remain no close angel, nor any sent Prophet, but 


that he will go down on his knees out of dread from its scream.” 
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(276) Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ulwan narrated from ‘Amr ibn Khalid, from Zayd ibn 
‘Ali, from his fathers, from ‘Ali (a) who said, “The Messenger of Allah (s) 
said, ‘Verily the lowest of the inhabitants of Paradise in rank among the 
martyrs” is one who will have twelve thousand wives from the wide- 
eyed houris, four thousand virgins, and twelve thousand non-virgins. 
Each of these wives will be served by seventy thousand servants, but the 
wide-eyed houris will have something more. He will go around their 
gatherings every week, and when the day or the hour of one of them 
comes, they will gather around her singing in voices so sweet and nice 
that no other voices can compare, until nothing remains in Paradise but 
that it is swayed by their voices. They will say, “Indeed, we are 
immortal, so we will never die; and we are [soft and] tender, so we will 
never become [wrinkled and] hard; and we are satisfied, so we will never 


y9909 


get angry. 
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°’ This is considering that martyrs are also of varying ranks. An alternative translation 
of this phrase could be: Verily the closest of the inhabitants of Paradise in rank to the 
martyrs... 
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(277) Ibrahim ibn Abi al-Bilad narrated from one of his learned 
companions who said, “When Allah created Paradise, and made its 
rivers flow, and dangled its fruits and ornaments, He said [to it], ‘[I 
swear] by My might, a miser will never be allowed into My company 


within you.” 
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(278) Muhammad ibn al-Husayn narrated from Abi Basir, from Abi 
‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily Allah created with His [own] hand a 
paradise that no eye has seen, and no creature is familiar with. The 
Blessed and Exalted Lord opens it up every morning and says, ‘Increase 
in [your sweet smelling] fragrance, increase in [your fresh] breeze!’ So 
it says, ‘Successful indeed are the believers.’ That is the [interpretation of 
the] verse wherein Allah, the Exalted, says: No soul can imagine what 
delights are hidden in store for them as a reward for what they used to do 
(Q32:17).” 
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(279) Muhammad ibn Sinan said, “A man narrated to me from Abi 
Khalid al-Sayqal, from Abi Ja‘far (a) who said, ‘Verily the inhabitants of 
Paradise will have table spreads placed for them upon which will be all 
that they desire of foods that are incomparable in terms of their 
deliciousness and goodness, then [once they have partaken of it,] they 
will be moved from that to another.” 
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(280) Al-Nadr ibn Suwayd narrated from Durust, from one of his 
companions, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “If a houri of Paradise 
were to approach the people of this world and display one of her 
forelocks, [all] the people of this world would become enthralled, or the 
people of this world would die [of desire]. And verily when a worshipper 
prays and does not ask his Lord to marry him with a wide-eyed houri [in 


Paradise], they say, ‘How abstemious he is regarding us!’”” 
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(281) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from Ibn Bukayr, from Abi 


‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Verily in Hell there is a valley for the arrogant 


ones which is called Sagar. It [once] complained to Allah about the 
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intensity of its heat and asked Him to permit it to respire, so He 


permitted it and when it exhaled, it burnt [the entirety of] Hell.” 
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(282) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from al-Husayn al-Ahmasi, 
from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Paradise will say, ‘O Lord, You filled 
the Fire just as You promised it, so fill me [as well] just as You promised 
me!’ So Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, will create a creation and make 
them enter Paradise.” Then Abii ‘Abdillah (a) said, “Blessed are they, for 
they [shall] neither [have] witnessed the sorrows of the world nor its 


worries.” 
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(283) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr narrated from ‘Asim ibn Sulayman, 
who mentioned the verse wherein Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: 
[They are] made to drink from a scalding spring (Q88:5). He (the Imam (a)) 


said, “A sound [like moaning] will be heard from it due to the intensity 
of its heat.” 
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(284) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from Abi Khalid al-Qammat” who 
said, “I asked Abii ‘Abdillah (a) [and in another version: Abi Ja‘far (a)], 
‘When Allah admits the people of Paradise into Paradise and [throws] 
the people of Hell into Hell, then what [happens next]?’ So Abi Ja‘far (a) 
said, ‘If Allah wishes to create another creation and make a world for 
them to return to, He will do so - and I am not saying to you that this is 


what He will [surely] do.” 
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(285) Muhammad ibn Sinan narrated from ‘Ammar ibn Marwan, from 
Abi Basir, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) whom he asked, “When Allah admits 
the inhabitants of Paradise into Paradise and the inmates of Hell into 
Hell, then what?” So he said, “I do not make the assertion to you that 


He, the Exalted, will [surely] create another creation who will worship 


Him [but if He wills, He may do so].” 
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°° Al-Qammait refers to one whose occupation is making ropes or swaddling-clothes. 
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(286) Abi al-Husayn ibn ‘Ubaydillah narrated from Ibn Abi Ya‘far who 
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said, “I visited Abu ‘Abdillah while a group of his companions were with 
him, so he said to me, ‘O Ibn Abi Ya‘fur, have you read the Qur’an?’ I 
said, ‘Yes, [in] this recitation.’ He said, ‘That is what I was asking you 
about, not any other.’ I said, ‘Yes, may I be your ransom! Why [do you 
ask]?’ He said, ‘Because Miisa (a) spoke to his people about something 
that they did not accept from him, so they came out against him in 
Egypt and fought him, so he fought against them and killed them. And 
because ‘Isa (a) [also] spoke to his people about something that they did 
not accept from him, so they came out against him in Takrit and fought 
him, so he fought against them and killed them. This is what is being 
referred to in the verse wherein Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says: 
..Then a group from the Bani Isra’il believed while another disbelieved. We 


supported the believers against their enemies, so they prevailed (Q61:14). 


And the first Riser who will rise from us, the Ahl al-Bayt, will [also] speak 
to you about something that you will not accept from him, so you will 
come out against him at Rumaylah al-Daskarah® and fight him, and he 
will fight you and kill you. That will be the last rebellion to ever take 
place. Then, O Ibn Abi Ya‘far, Allah will gather the first and the last. 
Then Muhammad (s) will be brought among the people of his time and 
he will be told, ‘O Muhammad, did you convey My message and provide 
arguments to the people in the way I had instructed you to speak to 
them?’ So he will reply, ‘Yes, O Lord.’ He will then ask the people, ‘Did 
he convey to you [the message] and provide arguments [for it] to you?’ 
But the people will say, ‘No.’ So He will [again] ask Muhammad (s), and 
he will reply, ‘Yes [I did], O Lord.’ And Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, 


© Different opinions exist about the location of this place. Some have said that Rumaylah 
is near Bayt al-Maqdis while the term al-Daskarah refers to a plain or flatland. Others 
have said that Rumaylah is a town on the way between Basrah and Makkah. 
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will already know that he had done that. He will repeat this [question] 
three times, after which He will accept the [truthful] answer of 
Muhammad and reject the [dishonest] answer of the people. Then they 
will be driven to the fire of Hell. 


Then ‘Ali (a) will be brought among the people of his time and he will 
be asked the same thing that Muhammad (s) was asked, and his people 
will lie about him but Allah will accept his reply and reject the lie of the 
people. He will repeat that thrice. Then [the same will happen with] al- 
Hasan, then al-Husayn, then ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (a), who had the least 
number of companions of them all. His companions were Abi Khalid al- 
Kabuli, Yahya ibn Umm al-Tawil, Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyab, ‘Amir ibn 
Wathilah, and Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Ansari. These are the witnesses who 
will testify to the arguments he brought [to guide the people]. Then my 
father will be brought, meaning Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (a), in the same 


way. 


Subsequently I will be brought along with you, and I will be asked [the 
same question] as will you. Then see how you will respond [when that 
happens]. O Ibn Abi Ya‘ftir, verily Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, 
commands His obedience and the obedience of His Messenger, and the 
obedience of those in authority who are the legatees of His Messenger. 
O Ibn Abi Ya‘ftr, we are the proofs of Allah among His servants, His 
witnesses over His creation, His trustees on His earth, His custodians 
over His knowledge, the callers towards His path, and those who work 
with that [goal]. So whoever obeys us obeys Allah, and whoever 
disobeys us has disobeyed Allah.” 


ENJOINING GOOD AND FORBIDDING EVIL 


Chapter Twenty: Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil 
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(287) Al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id narrated to us from al-Nadr ibn Suwayd, from 
Yahya al-Halabi, from Hariin ibn Kharijah, from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) who 
said, “Verily Allah sent to the Bani Isra’il a Prophet called Irmiya™ and 
said [to him], ‘Ask them: what city considered itself to be among the 


noblest of cities, having the best of plants grown within it, after I had 


cleared it of all the weeds [and unwanted plants], yet it went back and 


*' Known as Jeremiah in the Bible. 
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started growing kharnoub”?’ So they laughed at him and mocked him. 
He complained about them to Allah, so Allah revealed to him, ‘Tell them: 
verily the city is Jerusalem (al-bayt al-magqdis), the plants are the Bani 
Isra’il - I cleansed them of every [harmful] foreign element and turned 
away from them every tyrant, but they went back and committed acts 
of disobedience [and sin]. Therefore, I will surely give authority over 
them to one who will spill their blood and seize their wealth! If they cry, 
I will not be sympathetic to their weeping, and if they supplicate, I will 
not answer their supplication! They have failed, and their actions have 
failed. I will surely lay waste to it for a hundred years and then I will 
rebuild it.’ When he told them this, the scholars [among them] were 
alarmed and they said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what was our sin, for we 
did not act the way they did? Go back to your Lord on our behalf [and 
ask about our fate].’ So he fasted for seven days but no revelation came 
to him. He then ate a little and fasted for another seven days [and then 
repeated this again]. When it was the twenty-first day, Allah revealed to 
him, ‘Go back [and turn away] from what you are doing, and do not come 
to Me regarding a matter that I have [already] decreed, otherwise I will 
certainly turn your face upon your back!’ Then Allah revealed to him 
that he should tell them, ‘You saw evil [being committed] but you never 
rejected [or forbade] it.’ He then made Nebuchadnezzar their ruler and 


he did with them what has reached you [in the chronicles of history].” 
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* This is a kind of tree that would grow on the mountains of Syria, likely to be a species 
of the Carob tree. 
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(288) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Ibn Muskaan, from Abi Hamzah, 
from Yahya ibn ‘Agil, from Habashi who said, “Amir al-Mu’minin (a) 
[once] addressed the people. [He started by] praising Allah and 
glorifying Him, and he remembered his cousin Muhammad (s) and sent 
blessings [and salutations] upon him, then he said, ‘Now then, verily 
those who came before you were only destroyed due to the sins that 
they committed while their rabbis and scholars did not forbid them 
from that. Then, when they became excessive in committing sins, 
punishments descended upon them. So enjoin good and forbid [each 
other from] evil, and know that enjoining good and forbidding evil 
neither bring death closer not do they sever [the means of one’s] 
livelihood. Indeed, the [divine] command descends from the sky to the 
earth like drops of rain; to every individual [comes] what is ordained by 
Allah of increase or decrease. So if any of you is afflicted by a calamity 


in his family, his wealth, or himself, and sees a punishment® with his 


* From another similar tradition, the word used is ‘plenty’ or ‘abundance’. This means 
that the punishment being referred to here is his witnessing an increase in the wealth 
of his brother while he is himself suffering from its diminution. 
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brother, then let it not be an ordeal for him. [That is because] he awaits 
one of two [possible] good outcomes: either a caller from Allah [in the 
form of death], in which case what is with Allah is better for him, or 
sustenance from Allah. If he possesses a family, or wealth, or children, 
that is the tillage of this world, and good deeds are surely the tillage of 
the Hereafter, and Allah may gather both of these for some groups 
[thereby granting them the tillage of both this world and the 


Hereafter].” 
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(289) ‘Ali ibn al-Nu‘man narrated from Dawid ibn Abi Yazid, from Abi 
Shaybah al-Zuhri, from one of the two [Imams] (a) who said, “Woe be to 


the community that does not worship Allah through enjoining good and 
forbidding evil.” 
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(290) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa narrated from Furat ibn Ahnaf, from Abi 


‘Abdillah (a) who said, “Woe be to the one who enjoins evil and forbids 
good.” 
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This marks the end of al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id’s Kitab al-Zuhd 
May Allah have mercy upon him 
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Appendix: The Meaning of al-Zuhd 


The Arabic word zuhd has been translated variously as abstinence, 
abstemiousness, or asceticism, with the latter being the more common 
translation. However, the term asceticism is rather vague and general. 
It does not explain the attitude of the pious zuhhdd (i.e. those who 
practiced al-zuhd) toward the various components of asceticism, such as 
self-denial, self-mortification, physical abstinence, renouncement of 
worldly pleasures and temptations, the abandonment of those deemed 
dear, etc. While the lexical definition of zuhd is: the act or practice of 
voluntarily refraining from or forbearing any action,” this is different 
from the technical meaning of the term used in the science of Islamic 
ethics. 

In the science of ethics (‘ilm al-akhlaq), al-zuhd is defined as being 
unattached to the material world, its possessions and its delights. As a 
trait commonly found in all the Prophets, friends (awliya’) of Allah, and 
righteous believers, al-zuhd is a sign of piety and Godwariness. It is 
perhaps for this reason that traditions tell us that if all goodness were 
to be placed in a house, the key to that house would be al-zuhd.® Indeed, 
it is a practice that leads to the bestowal of wisdom and the preservation 
of one’s soul in this world in order to attain felicity in the Hereafter.” 

When taken as a wider concept, zuhd encompasses other ethical 
teachings such as, tawakkul, rida, etc. Hence, taking all this into account, 


we might offer a comprehensive definition of the term as meaning 


* Cf. Al-Farahidi, Kitab al-‘Ayn, entry on zuhd. 
® Al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 128. 
°° Al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-Uqil, p. 58. 
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abstinence firstly from sin, then from whatever is superfluous and 
distances one from Allah, then being disinterested in all worldly things 
by detachment of the heart. Once the definition of the term al-zuhd has 
been understood, the more important question of its implications on 
the daily life of a Muslim needs to be addressed. The important role 
played by al-zuhd in leading an Islamic way of life cannot be overstated. 

The essence of zuhd is the purification of the soul and total devotion 
to Allah. Indeed, physical suffering is not sufficient to elevate a believer 
to the degree of al-zuhd fial-dunya; only the suppression of inner worldly 
passions and desires can lead to real and pure zuhd. This entails the 
eradication of all evil caprices from the soul and disobedience to one’s 
base desires. In summary, therefore, the primary condition that must 
be fulfilled to become a zahid is the repression of all evil inclinations of 
the soul. 

In other words, since all forms of discontentment and greed are 
removed from the zahid’s soul, he becomes a satisfied individual who 
does not lose patience in difficult situations, and does not forget to give 
thanks when he is doing well (since ingratitude is also a form of evil). 
This is one example of how zuhd practically changes the behavior of an 
individual. Furthermore, no one can truly be a zahid unless he trusts in 
Allah. In other words, al-tawakkul (trust in Allah) and al-rida 
(contentment) are part and parcel of al-zuhd. It is the inner feeling of 
tawakkul and ridd that is thus the basis for the zahid’s way of life, not 
poverty and severe restrictions commonly practiced by ascetics which 
are only manifestations of exterior values. 

Another practical implication of zuhd in one’s life is seen in the 
shortening of one’s worldly aspirations. Indeed, a person whose world 
is filled with the thought of death and meeting Allah does not possess 


lengthy aspirations (til al-amal). He constantly waits for death to come 
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and leads his life accordingly. The only interest he has concerns 
preparation for the world to come. Such an individual lives in the 
present, satisfied with what he has, without worrying about the days to 
come. Though he works hard to earn his livelihood and provide for his 
dependents, he is not ambitious like those who are attached to this 
world. 

Therefore, we see that the spiritual basis of zuhd gives rise to an 
approach towards life that is not materialistic in nature. In a world 
governed by materialism, where even the sanctity of human life is 
considered to be of secondary importance to individuals and groups 
who seek to increase the wealth in their already overflowing coffers, it 
is clear that humanity as a whole needs to be guided by the teaching of 
al-zuhd fi al-dunya in this day and age. The first step for this is to 
understand the true function of worldly wealth, which is but a test for 
the human being. 

An incorrect understanding of al-zuhd can lead to contradiction and 
the presumption that in order to achieve absolute zuhd a believer must 
abandon this world is problematic since it is not possible for a person 
who lives in this world to completely abandon it, and consequently he 
cannot reach the highest level of al-zuhd. However, al-zuhd by no means 
calls for the desertion of this world. Therefore, a middle path must be 
followed where one dwells in this world without ignoring one’s physical 
existence while at the same time being indifferent to its material 
pleasures and possessions. 

The wrong conception and incorrect definition of al-zuhd as the 
abandonment of this world did exist in some circles throughout history, 
but it was not very popular. This was because of the clear teachings of 
the Noble Prophet (s) and after him, the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), 


about the impermissibility of the monastic practices of Christian monks, 
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which, as the Qur’an clearly states, was an invention by them and had 
not been legislated or prescribed by the Almighty.” 

It is reported that a conversation once took place between a zahid 
and a king where the zahid said to the king, “You are the slave of my 
slave, because you worship this world out of your yearning for it, 
whereas I am its master because I am disinterested in it and renounce 
it.” Indeed, one who renounces this world gains mastery over it while 
the one who desires it makes it his master and submits to its will. 

Hence, we note that once the heart, or inner desires, are controlled, 
a zahid may lead a regular life in this world. By submitting his heart, the 
zahid mentally detaches himself from this material world and 
overcomes its temptations. In this way, he empties his heart of 
materialistic desires and fills it instead with thoughts about Allah, death 
and the Hereafter. Thus, a zahid can lead a spiritual life in the world in 
which he lives, since he cannot escape his existence and physical needs 
in this world. 

Espousing al-zuhd does not mean that one is forbidden a normal, 
reasonable life, for although al-zuhd circumscribes life, it does not 
demand physical asceticism. Rather, al-zuhd is a moderate way of life 
and is not, therefore, something meant for a select group of people. It is 
a code of behavior that should be followed by every pious Muslim. 
Therefore, a good Muslim is also necessarily a zahid, and practicing 
Islam is parallel to practicing zuhd. 

The zahid is an individual who maintains mutual relations with 
other people, but is distinguished from others by his different set of 
values and morals, which can be summarized in one word: wara‘ (piety). 


This is the key-word for understanding the nature of zuhd. Leading a 
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scrupulously pious life promises the achievement of zuhd. Since wara‘ is 
a social concept, which contains instructions on how to act in various 
situations in day-to-day life, it becomes obvious why zuhd, in the Islamic 
milieu, should be understood as a general pious conduct, behavior or 
simply as an ethical character. 


